PROCLAMATION; in the spirit of Black History Month, honoring Edna Campbell,
Burgundie Spears, and Aaliyali Washington-Curry for their annual
Cliristmas in Richimond ®rogram

UHOEREAS, in 2006 Burgundie Spears and fier mothier, Edna Campbell shared a vision to create a
welcoming and inclusive community fioliday celebration on Cliristmas for people who would otlierwise
Be facing foneliness m!(rfm;.m‘.r‘?‘bu this day, and:

WIEREAS, Bury Spears initiated the program called “Chri in Richimond” motivated Gy
fier deep compassion for residents of Riclimond, particularfy in the Nortfi Riclimond and Iron Triangle
areas who fiave suffered disproportionately from poverty and violence, and;

WIEREAS, in 2005 Aaliyak Washington-Purry joined the family and fas been an active participant
generousfy contributing fier time and energy to makg Cliristmas in Richmond” a truly memorable event
thiat goes a long way towards fiealing the pain of poverty and Guilding strong ity refationshil

where people takg care of each other, and;

WIERFAS, Chiristmas in Richimond has grown over the years to partner with a number of
individuals and groups from the community, and withi the felp of over 75 vofunteers fias been able to
serve over 750 famifies in the city of Richmond, and;

WIEEREAS, this past year, Cliristmas in Richmond included a sumptuous fiofiday meal served to
fiundreds of nefghibors at the Northi Ricfimond Senior Center and at the Nevin Community Center, all
Sunded through community donations and volunteer labor, and;

WIEREAS ,many of us on the City Council fiave fiad the pleasure of attending these diverse
celebrations that provide community members an opportunity to share a beantiful Christmas with one
anotfier.

THEREFORE ,BE IT RESOLVED :that I, Mayor Gayle McLaughilin, on Gelialf of the Richimond
City Councif, do fierely tafg great pleasure in fionoring Edna Campbell, Burgundic Spears and. Aaliayh
Washington-®Purry for the gift that Chiristmas in Richimond is to so many in our community. We
sincerely thanf you for all that you do, and for inviting us to be a part of the cefebrations that provide

Ly an opp ity to share a beautiful Cliristmas with one another.
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