American Government

Mr. Greg Hayes

Introduction of Course

As citizens in a democratic society, it is everyone’s responsibility to take part in government. Only through active citizen participation can a democracy truly survive. This course has been designed to help you learn the functions and organizations of our government, your responsibilities in our democratic government, and especially how you can participate in the democratic process.

Course Outline (with accompanying California Content Standards)
Foundation of American Government

(12.3:1 – 12.3:4, 12.10)

The Constitution 




(12.1:6, 12.2:1-2, 12.4:1-2, 12.5:1, 12.7:4, 12.10)

Political Behavior and the Role of the Media

(12.6:1,3-6, 12.8:1-3) 

Legislative Branch




(12.4:3, 12.7:6)

Executive Branch 




(12.4:4, 12.6:2, 12.7:5,7-8)

Judicial Branch




(12.4:5-6, 12.5:2-4, 12.7:7)

Comparative Political and Economic Systems
(12.9:1-8) 

Participation in State and Local Government

(12.2:3-6, 12.7:1-3, 12.10)


Textbooks and Other Materials       

Three-Ring Binder Notebook/Loose-leaf Paper 

Basic Textbook: Prentice Hall’s Magruder’s American Government – replacement cost is $66 

Workbook:  Magruder’s American Government
Each student is responsible for caring for textbooks, both in the classroom and at home.  Lost or damaged books must be replaced or paid for by the student.  Each student is expected to bring the appropriate materials to class each day.

Homework Policy

Homework will be assigned on a weekly basis and collected in class to be graded. In this college prep class, it is essential that students stay current on reading assignments. Students should strive to comprehend and understand the reading material rather than do assignments merely to earn points. They will be held responsible for material covered in the readings on various quizzes and tests.  Any student with a legally excused absence must hand in assigned work the day of his/her return to class.  Students who are absent on the day an assignment is given will be allowed an appropriate amount of time to complete the work.

Grading Policy

A Positive Point System will be used to calculate each student’s percentage grade in the class.  Tests, quizzes, homework, research paper, and group projects will be given a point value based on their importance.  The following scale will be used to determine student grades:



90-100% = A (Advanced)



80-89%   = B (Proficient)



70-79%   = C (Basic)



60-69%   = D (Below Basic)



0-59%     = F (Far Below Basic)

It is not the responsibility of the instructor to explain work that is missed.  The student must attempt to receive work from a fellow student in class.  If the work is not explained thoroughly, the student may request further clarification from the teacher during brunch, lunch, or before/after class.  A student who is absent for a test is required to take the test the day she/he returns to class, unless the teacher agrees to allow for more time.

Academic Integrity

Any student involved in dishonesty on any assignment will receive an automatic zero on the work and be subject to school and district policies regarding academic dishonesty.  Copying someone else’s work, whether written, spoken, or in any other from, is unethical and strictly forbidden.  Do not violate the teacher’s trust!
Attendance/Tardy Policy

Attendance is important and is directly related to you school success.  School tardy and attendance policies will be in effect.  Be in your seat and ready to work at the bell that begins class.

Class Rules and Expectations

High school students, as young adults, have reached a level of maturity that requires them to accept full responsibility for their conduct and treatment/interaction with peers and school personnel.  To create an environment of trust and respect and to maximize the learning experiences for all students, we have the following rules and expectations:

I.  Take responsibility for your own personal and academic growth and learning.

A. Maintain a positive attitude and give your best effort always

B. Come to class on time, dressed appropriately, with all necessary materials.

C. Do not distract others from learning, or let others distract you.

D. Focus on the assigned work and do not do work for other classes without teacher permission.


II. Show consideration and respect for the rights, feelings, and property of others.

   
A. Refrain from littering or use of improper language.



B. Contribute your share to group work and projects.

C. There is to be no talking when the teacher or anyone else is speaking in the class.  

D. All eyes should be on the speaker and undivided attention is expected at all times. 

Respect Policy: Do not argue with, disrespect, or defy classroom standards, or the enforcement of them.  However, you are encouraged to talk one-on-one with the teacher before or after class about concerns you may have.

The following consequences will be used when students choose not to follow the classroom standards:

1.  Warning

2.  Removal From Classroom

3.  Opportunity Room – Steps 1-5

Positive consequences for positive actions and participation in class include the following:

· Verbal acknowledgement

· Written notice of outstanding actions

· Extra Credit Points given

· Good classroom participation will raise borderline grade

Instructor Conference Period/Voice Mail/Email

Conference 

Period 6, 1:05 – 2:00 PM

Phone number:
294-1188 x 619

E-mail:                        ghayes@hartdistrict.org

Please sign and return

We have reviewed this course outline for Mr. Hayes’ Government class and understand the policies set forth for this semester.

__________________________________



_____________________________________

Student Name (print)/period                                                                           Student Signature/date

__________________________________



_____________________________________

Parent Name (print)                                                                                       
 Parent Signature/date

