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that 
date!
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“Due” 
you owe?

t’s time to gather your entries 
together for the 2007 
Communications Contest!
   Entries for this year’s contest 
must be postmarked by Jan. 
22, 2007. Send entries to Becky 
Funke, Publisher, Active Aging, 
125 South West Street, Suite 
105, Wichita, KS 67213-2114.
   Contest entry forms, guidelines 
and categories are all available 
in Word and PDF formats at 
www.kansasprofessional 
communicators.org.
   If you have trouble 
downloading the needed 
documents, or you don’t have 
access to the Internet, you may 
call Becky, contest chair, at 
316/942-5385 and she will mail 
a packet to you.
   Any professional, college 
student or retired member of 
Kansas Professional Communi-
cators – whose state and national 
membership dues for 2007 are 
received by Jan. 22, 2007 –
is eligible to enter the contest. 

   “If you are not sure about 
categories or entries, get to work
early and get your entries in,” 
said Becky.  
   “The window to ‘help’ is pretty 
short after the deadline. I am 
happy to work with anyone and 
everyone to help them get their 
entries ready. It’s easier to talk 

through questions than 
try to pick up the pieces 
later,” she added.
   If you’re a winner, 
you’ll receive your awards 
and accolades at the 
Kansas Professional 
Communicators Awards 
Banquet this spring in 
Dodge City (See story, 

page 3), capping off our yearly 
conference. We’ll even send out 
news releases announcing your 
awards!
   So dig out your best work and 
fire off your entries to Becky Funke  
...postmarked by Jan. 22, 2007!

 And good luck!

   Nonmembers also may enter, 
but must join National Federation 
of Press Women (NFPW, our 
parent organization) and pay the 
NFPW entry fee to advance to 
national competition.
   Entry fees for members this 
year have increased to $15 per 
first entry and $12 for subsequent 

entries, and $20 for nonmembers.
First place entries, however, will 
now be forwarded on to national 
without an additional charge to 
members.  
   If you have entered the contest 
in the past, look over the categories 
and guidelines carefully as several 
have been updated. 

Communications contest
...will this be your year? 

Contest entries must be 
postmarked by Jan. 22, 2007. 

Send to Becky Funke, 
Publisher, Active Aging, 

125 South West Street, Suite 105
Wichita, KS 67213-2114



C           an you digg it? Are you 
           del.icio.us? What’s your 
           socialmeter score, anyway? 
           Yes, yes and…huh?
   Way back in 2003, phrases 
such as “digg this!” and “del.
icio.us!” were not part of our 
everyday vernacular. Today, with 
the advent of “Web 2.0” and the 
explosion of social media and 
social bookmarking, you’ve got 
to digg and be del.icio.us in order 
to keep up with ever-changing 
Internet technology trends. The 
traditional method of bookmarking 
Web pages is soooo last season.
   So what’s with digg? Visit 
www.digg.com for the most 
popular stories and narrative 
accounts on the Web. If you read 
an article online, you can “digg 
it”– aka submit the story to digg 
and let other users read the same 
article (registration required, of 
course). Digg allows you to track 
what Web-savvy users are reading 
and enables you to bookmark 
stories of interest or relevance. 
   For example, reporters can use 
digg to find the most popular stories 
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Have you paid what’s due? 

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Can you digg it?

    ou know what “they” say, 
   “computers are only as 
accurate as the information put 
into them.” True, unfortunately.             
   As a result, the membership 
dues renewal forms sent to KPC 
members from NFPW in 
October were incorrect. 
   Last April KPC membership 
voted to increase state dues $5 to 
$35 for the 2007 membership year.  

   However, no one let national 
know. So please pay attention 
when you pay your dues statement 
for 2007.
   The total is $86.50 that includes 
$51.50 for NFPW dues. Wichita 
members must include $30 in 
chapter dues for a total of $116.50.
   Send to Amy Eck, treasurer, 
405 East 9th Street, Ellsworth, 
KS 67439-2509.   

   If you have already sent in the 
incorrect lower amount please 
send the additional $5 directly to 
Amy, and she’ll make sure you’re
properly credited. 
   If you have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to contact 
Sheila Lucia, membership 
chair, 620-662-0076, or 
sheila@janeleecomm.com. 

really is. Type in your Web site 
address or your company’s URL 
and see what happens. Does 
anyone digg it? Has anyone found 

it to be del.icio.us? Is it 
part of a Google link or 
Yahoo link?    
   How does your com-
pany stand up against a 
competitor, as least when 
it comes to online popu-
larity? Socialmeter also 
tracks blog mentions (I 
wrote about Web logs in a 
previous column) so you 
can see how many blogs 
and bloggers reference 

you or your business.
   Digg, del.icio.us and the social-
meter score are all parts of this 
new Web-based body of work 
called user-generated content. 
Talk about a level playing field 
– you decide what’s important, 
what you want to read, what you 
think others should read, and 
how to best organize everything 
on the Web in just two places. 
 Ya digg?

– Teresa Veazey

on healthy eating or planning for 
retirement – maybe a popular 
story (aka a “digg”) will be one 
of their own. 
   Now for del.icio.us. 
No www. or .com 
necessary – just go to 
http://del.icio.us. 
Do you like to cook? Save 
your recipes to del.icio.
us and then share the 
recipes you’ve found with 
fellow cooks. Are you 
researching a term paper? 
Del.icio.us lets you orga-
nize articles and research 
material you’ve found 
on the Web. The best part about 
del.icio.us is being able to keep 
all of your tagged articles, recipes, 
podcasts, Web sites and everything 
else in one place – no more storing 
bookmarks in your Web browser. 
And you can easily share your lists 
with friends or family members. 
The days of saying “I’ll e-mail you 
the link” are over.
   So what’s a socialmeter score? 
Visit www.socialmeter.com/ and 
find out how popular a Web site 

   A number of KPC members 
captured Clarus Awards 
recently at the Kansas 
chapter of the Public 
Relations Society of America 
(PRSA) awards banquet.

   Dave Austin, Wichita, 
received one Award of 
Excellence and two 
Awards of Merit.

   David Kamerer, Wichita, 
was awarded two CLARUS 
citations and an Award of 
Excellence.   

    Jane Lee, APR, and 
Sheila Lucia, both of 
Hutchinson, won one 
CLARUS citation and one 
Award of Merit.

   Andy McGinnis, APR, 
Wichita, was awarded three 
CLARUS citations.

 

It’s hard 
to be 

humble!

Communications contest and conference details can be found 
on our Web site: www.kansasprofessionalcommunicators.org



“The Emporia Gazette had 
an opening for a sports

photographer. 

“We posted it on 
journalismjobs.com, 
in the KPA newsletter 
and e-mailed a listing 

to colleges
(Fort Hays, Wichita, 

K-State, KU, Missouri).

“I also sent the announcement 
to all the KPC members in
my e-mail address book. 

“Sue Novak forwarded it to 
a photo instructor at KU. 

He called me, 
recommending a 

May graduate of his. 

“She applied and is now our 
new sports photographer.

“Way to go, KPC members!”

– Gwen Larson
 Managing Editor

 The Emporia Gazette

Yee-ha! Dodge City! THE POWER

OF KPC 
NETWORKING!

his spring all roads lead to Dodge 
City, the site of the annual KPC 
Conference May 5.
   Events kick off with a Friday 
night board meeting, May 4, 
at the High Plains Journal 
Communications Center 
around 5 p.m. 
   Saturday, May 5, 
the morning and 
afternoon sessions 
will be at the HPJ 
Communications 
Center, with the 
evening banquet 
location to be determined.
   Speakers and such are still in 
the works. Topics include: 
new technologies in the 
communications environment; 
evolving community
journalism trends; and 
tips for freelancers.
   New this year is a 
photography skills and 
tips session with hands-on 
opportunities for 
professional and not-so-
professional photographers. 
   Have you ever had a 
freelance job that requested 
photos with your work? Did 
you get a new digital camera 
for Christmas? Wondering about 
pixels and resolution and the ins 
and outs of photography for print 
publication? This session aims to 
take the fear out of all that.
   We’ll have both silent and 
“live” auctions. Bring your silent 
auction donations early Saturday 
morning for this second annual 

event. Last year the auction 
brought $1,300 for KPC scholar-
ships. This year we’re adding a 
live auction before the banquet.
   The annual awards banquet 
will be Saturday evening. Come 

cheer on our communications 
contest award winners and enjoy 
some southwestern hospitality.
   For the second year we’ll again 
offer the KPC Showcase, where 
members can reserve booth 
space to sell their wares...books, 

craft items, new 
services from your 

company, etc. 
   Sunday 
morning 
optional 
family-themed 

activities will be 
offered for those 

staying overnight Saturday. 
A trip to the world-famous Boot 
Hill Museum and other such 
wild west adventures are also 
planned. Come experience 
beautiful, adventurous southwest 
Kansas!
   A block of rooms is set aside 
for the Holiday Inn Express, 
2320 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd., 
620-227-5000. Rooms are $85 
a night, and the block will close 
March 14. Remember to share 
with a friend!
   Registration packets with more 
details will be mailed out in 
February.
   For more information, contact 
Jennifer Latzke.

 620-227-1807

Be sure to save the date!

– Jennifer Latzke, Dodge City, 
Conference Chair

T
KPC Conference

May 5 • Dodge City
For more information, contact Jennifer Latzke

620-227-1807 • jlatzke@hpj.com



NITTYGRITTY
Next news deadline: 
March 2, 2007

Send news items to:
Sheila Lucia, Editor
P.O. Box 2767 
Hutchinson, KS 67504-2767
620-662-0076 
Fax: 620-662-1221
sheila@janeleecomm.com

Wichita
Professional

Communicators
First Wednesday of the month 

Botanica, 701 Amidon 
11:30 a.m.

(Lunch service begins 
at 11:15 a.m.)

 Members: $9 / Students: $5.50
Visitors: $12

Contact Becky Funke
316-942-5385

PRESIDENT: Teresa Veazey, Wichita
316/352-5142 • teresavz@sbcglobal.net

FIRST VP MEMBERSHIP: Sheila Lucia, Hutchinson
620/662-0076 • sheila@janeleecomm.com

SECOND VP BYLAWS: Linda Dueser, Great Bend
602/792-9309 • DueserL@bartonccc.edu

TREASURER: Amy Eck, Ellsworth
785/472-3763 • conneckt@eaglecom.net

SECRETARY: Gwen Larson, Emporia
620/342-8202 • gazettegl@yahoo.com

PAST PRESIDENT: Sue Novak, Lawrence
785/272-8681 • novaks@ku.edu

CONTEST: Becky Funke • COA: TBA • HISTORIAN: Liz Kennedy
NEWSLETTER: Sheila Lucia • PARLIAMENTARIAN: Jennifer Latzke • PATRONS: Lee Starkel

PUBLICITY: Roni Ayalla • SCHOLARSHIPS: Shannon Littlejohn • YOUTH CONTEST: Terry Rombeck

Regional
meeting
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CommuniKPC is a quarterly 
publication of Kansas Professional 
Communicators, an affiliate of 
National Federation of Press 
Women.

KPC President 
Teresa Veazey
1845 Fairmount Street
Wichita, KS 67260-0046 
316-352-5142
teresavz@sbcglobal.net
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
hanks to Sue Novak, Lawrence, 
all KPC members with an e-mail 
address should be receiving “KPC 
e-notes” again. 
   If you have an e-mail address 
but aren’t receiving “KPC e-notes,” 
e-mail Sue at: novaks@ku.edu.

   KPC founding member, Mamie 
Boyd, Phillipsburg, died in 
October. Our sympathy to her 
family.
   KPC (formerly Kansas Press 
Women) was organized March 
28, 1941, in Topeka at an all-day 
meeting of woman writers and 
Mamie was elected president.    
   KPW became the seventh state 
organization to affiliate with the 
National Press Women.
   Membership was open to 
factual writers of Kansas and the 
initiation fee was $1. 

   Long-time KPC member, Helen 
Sims, Kansas City, died in October. 
Our sympathy to her family.

   Sherry Kline, Wellington, lost 
her husband to a battle with cancer 
in October. Our sympathies go 
out to Sherry.

   Herbie Teope, Overland Park, 
now resides at 8071 Farley Street, 
Apt. 506, Overland Park, KS 
66204-1100. Reach him at: 
herbie.teope@twcable.com.

   The Saint Francis Academy, 
a child welfare agency with 
offices in Kansas and 
Mississippi, seeks a full-time 
grant writer to research and write 
grants and to assist with marketing 
projects. 

T
BITS&PIECES

   Previous experience in grant 
writing is required, and a degree 
in communications, journalism or 
English is preferred. An excellent 
benefit package and competitive 
               wages are offered. The 
              position is located in 
             the Salina, Kan., office. 
          To apply, e-mail your resume
         to Cammie Cooper, HR: 
       cammie.cooper@st-francis.org,   
or call Cammie at 785-825-0541, 
extension 137.  


