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27TH COLUMBUS MARATHON AND INAUGURAL 1/2 MARATHON SLATED FOR OCT. 15

Marathon weekend of activities planned for thousands of runners, walkers, spectators and volunteers

(COLUMBUS, OH) – The 27th running of the Columbus Marathon doesn't begin at the starting line and surely doesn't end 26.2 miles later, either.

Race weekend will offer runners and non-runners alike the opportunity to enjoy the festivities associated with one of the nation's top 20 marathons. The following is a list of events leading up to and including the race on Sunday, Oct. 15, 2006.

Columbus Marathon Health and Fitness Expo in Battelle Hall

third floor of the Hyatt Regency, 400 N. High St.

Friday, Oct. 13 (noon to 7 p.m.) and Saturday, Oct. 14 (9 a.m. to 7 p.m.)
· The free Columbus Marathon Expo features more than 60 sports and fitness booths, fun activities for children, health panels, registration for the 27th Columbus Marathon, runner and walker packet pick up and more. More than 25,000 people will attend of the two days of the Expo.

· Columbus Marathon Fashion Show presented by ASICS. The latest in Columbus Marathon running and athletic apparel from ASICS will be featured during the expo.

· On Saturday, October 14 at 2 p.m., many top health professionals will take part in the Columbus Marathon Endurance Panel. The panel represents a broad-breadth of the training philosophies, physiological and psychological knowledge, and coaching and athletic experience.  
· The Columbus Marathon Pasta Dinner will take place from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 14 at the expo. Tickets are $15 ($20 at the door) for adults; admission for children ages 5 to 12 are $10 and admission is free for kids under 5. A big screen TV will be set up so visitors can watch their No. 1 Ohio State football Buckeyes against Michigan State beginning at 3:30 p.m.

--more--
Columbus Marathon Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Red Nose Run,

Franklin Park Adventure Center, 1747 E. Broad St.

Saturday, Oct. 14 (10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Red Nose Run Expo; 12:30 p.m. Clown Parade; 1 p.m. Run)
· Ringling Bros. and Columbus Recreation and Parks Dept. are hosting the second annual Red Nose Children’s Run with a race for every child. The diaper dash will be 60 yards; four to five-year-olds will run .15 miles; six to eight-year-olds will run .35 miles; nine to 11-year-olds will run .80 miles; and 12 to 14-year-olds will run a mile. Additionally, there will be a wheelchair division. Each race will feature real Ringling Bros. clowns to keep the runners laughing along the way.

· Registered participants receive: one ticket to any Ringling Bros. show at Nationwide Arena from Friday, Dec. 1 to Sunday, Dec. 3 for the first 500 registrants (all others will receive half-off coupons to purchase tickets); Ringling Bros. clown nose; official race t-shirt (for the first 750 entrants); finisher's medal; lots of food and fun after the race; The opportunity to meet your favorite Ringling Bros. clowns. 

· The Red Nose Run Expo will start at 10 a.m. and will feature various sporting demonstrations, clown costuming and registration. Children are encouraged to dress up like a clown for the Clown Parade at 12:30 p.m.
COLUMBUS MARATHON Race Day (Sunday, Oct. 15) and Course Entertainment

Start line on Broad and High Streets in downtown Columbus
· Those registered for the Columbus Marathon can pick up their registration packets from 6 a.m. to 7 a.m. at the One Columbus Building, 10 W. Broad St.

· The Columbus Marathon and 1/2 Marathon Walking Division will begin at 7 a.m.

· The Columbus Marathon Wheelchair Division will begin at 7:50 a.m. and 7:55 a.m.

· The Columbus Marathon and 1/2 Marathon Run Division will begin at 8 a.m.

· The Columbus Marathon will feature festive neighborhood parties, live bands and radio stations to help thousands of spectators cheer on athletes through their 26.2 mile journey. The entertainment options are placed at 28 points throughout the course to ensure that runners, walkers and wheelchair athletes have support throughout the 26.2-mile distance.

· After your race, fans and finishers alike are invited to Celebration Village. Located just a few short steps away from the finish line, two great party bands – Controversy and Capital Sound – will be sure to keep you and your feet feeling great.

Spectator Information
· The Columbus Marathon's trademark is its thousands of spectators lined along city and suburban streets throughout the race. In addition to the bands that line the routes, more than 10 Columbus Marathon Neighborhood Parties take place on the route during the event. Many Columbus friends and families make a day-long celebration of the event in front yards and driveways, encouraging participants along the way.

· Some of the best places to watch your family and friends run and walk in the marathon include:

· E. Broad and High Streets is where you'll catch the start of the 2006 Columbus Marathon and more than 7,500 runners and walkers as they embark on their journey. 

· Drexel and Main Streets in Bexley is a perfect place to take in the fall colors and amazing homes as the runners pass by. 

· Town and Third Streets is a great spot to greet runners as they turn the corner to head south to German Village. 

· Schiller Park in German Village is bordered by Reinhard, Jaeger and Deshler Streets. This is one of Columbus's oldest and most scenic parks — you'll enjoy walking from one side to the other to cheer on your athlete and take part in the German Village Neighborhood Party. 

· Short North Arts District on High Street — between Nationwide Blvd. and Fifth Ave. — enjoy window shopping at the art galleries and boutique shops and have a cup of joe from one of the local coffee shops while you wait for your athlete. 

--more--

· High and Dodridge Streets is another crowded corner on the course — make sure you get there in time to claim your spot. Additionally, this area has easy access to the highway, so you have time to see your athlete and get to the finish line. 

· North Star Rd. and Lane Ave. is when the athletes are really starting to experience the strain of a marathon and need maximum encouragement — feel free to tell them that Lane Ave. is downhill! 

· 5th and Neil Avenues is at approximately the 24.5-mile-mark — you can enjoy the beautiful homes of Victorian Village while you cheer your athlete toward the finish line. 

· Goodale Park in the Short North is bordered by Buttles and Park Streets, is the 26-mile mark and is a great place to set up camp to cheer athletes through their last mile. 

· Nationwide Blvd. by Nationwide Arena is where thousands of spectators line the streets to cheer runners to the finish line.

The 27th running of the Columbus Marathon will take place downtown on Sunday, Oct. 15, 2006. The Columbus Marathon was one of the 20 largest of the 314 conducted in the U.S in 2005. Nearly 20 percent of the field qualified for the Boston Marathon. The Columbus Marathon is presented by Nationwide and Discount Drug Mart and the Columbus 1/2 Marathon is presented by Atlas Butler.  Visit www.columbusmarathon.com for more information. 
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