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All 11,500 spots in Nationwide Better Health Columbus Marathon and ½ Marathon filled

COLUMBUS, Ohio – For the third time in its 29-year-history, the Nationwide Better Health Columbus Marathon and ½ Marathon has sold-out its field – this year, 11,500 athletes have registered for the event and registration is now closed. 
The 29th annual event will start at a new start line on Broad St. close to Third St. on Sunday, Oct. 19 in downtown Columbus. This capacity field breaks last year’s record of 10,000 people. The field is more than four times that of the first Columbus Marathon. A field of about 2,500 competed on Sunday, Nov. 16, 1980.
“With the ever-growing popularity of both marathoning and half marathoning, we knew we’d see a nice jump in numbers this year,” said Scott Weaver, executive director of the Nationwide Better Health Columbus Marathon and ½ Marathon. “There will be 5,000 participants in the marathon and 6,500 participants in the 1/2 marathon and there’s a lot of excitement surrounding the new course.” 

The Nationwide Better Health Columbus Marathon weekend kicks off on Friday, Oct. 17 when the Nationwide Better Health Columbus Marathon Expo begins at the Greater Columbus Convention Center Hall D from noon to 7 p.m. The Expo will feature running and health and fitness related booths, interactive games and packet pickup. The Expo will re-open on Saturday, Oct. 18 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. The fourth annual Nationwide Better Health Columbus Marathon Ringling Bros. Red Nose Children’s Run festivities and registration will begin at 10 a.m. at Franklin Park, with the actual races taking place at 1 p.m. The 29th running of the Nationwide Better Health Columbus Marathon and ½ Marathon will start at 7:30 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 19 in downtown Columbus from the corner of Broad St. and Third St. The wheelchair and hand-cycle racers will get an early start at 7:27 a.m.

For more information on the Nationwide Better Health Columbus Marathon and ½ Marathon, visit www.columbusmarathon.com or contact the Nationwide Better Health Columbus Marathon office at (614) 421-RUNN (7866). The Nationwide Better Health Columbus Marathon, a Running USA Founding Member, was one of the 25 largest marathons in the United States in 2007. Approximately 15 percent of finishers qualified for the Boston Marathon. The 2007 event featured a sold out field of 10,000 runners, walkers and wheelchair athletes; 1,500 volunteers and tens of thousands of spectators. 
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