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Kim Anderson of Chicago wanted 
her daughter and nieces to learn 
how to act like ladies when they 

were out in public, so she decided to 
sign them up for an etiquette class.

“I felt it was going to be a valuable 
experience because a lot of young 
children don’t have proper manners and 
don’t know how to act in public places,” 
Anderson says. So she signed up the 
four girls, ages 12, 14, 16 and 17, for a 
Stepping into Etiquette class offered in 
Chicago.

Leontina Richardson, president and 
founder of Stepping into Etiquette, says 
it’s often the parents who decide their 
kids need to take the class, but kids 
quickly warm up to it.

“The young girls love it, it gives them 
a chance to act like a young lady,” 
Richardson says. “In all my classes I 
have a bell, so every time someone uses 
improper English or slouches in their 
chair, you can ring the bell and the 
kids love that. I don’t want to be the 
old-school etiquette teacher who’s really 
strict and mean. I want this to be fun 
and interactive.”

Richardson started teaching etiquette 
at the church where her father was 
pastor after graduating from Western 
Illinois University. But as she pursued 
a career in business and her master’s 

degree, she began to realize the 
classes she was teaching were more 
fulfilling than the corporate world.

In April, Richardson took a leap 
of faith, quit her job and started 
Stepping into Etiquette for boys and 
girls age 6-19. She holds classes 
at local park districts, YMCAs and 
schools. Her classes include every-
thing from communication to how 
young men and women should sit, 
how to give and take a compliment, 
and taking personal responsibility.

And while Richardson acknowl-
edges much of this should be taught 
at home, it’s hard for parents to teach 
children everything they need to 
know.

“I had two parents who spent a lot 
of time with me and taught me a lot, 
but not everything,” she says. “They 
never told me with my peers to make 
eye contact. They never taught me 
that when someone comes in the 
room I should stand up and shake 
hands.

“I believe all kids need etiquette,” 
she says. “Etiquette really gives good 
social skills in order to succeed.”

Stepping out like a lady
New class teaches kids etiquette

Leontina Richardson teaches an etiquette class.

Stepping into Etiquette
  � steppingintoetiquette.com 

  � (630) 750-5833

www.kindermusik.com
A Joyful, Creative Music Curriculum for newborn to 7 years.

Call the teacher in your area to learn more about upcoming classes.

Your Child Deserves the Best
•  Classes incorporate music and 

movement, instruments, books, 
and sign language

•  Carefully-created curriculum 
based on Kindermusik's 25 years 
experience in music and child 
development

•  Nurturing, one-on-one time each 
week for you and your child in 
class and at home

•  The first class is on me. Discover 
why 99 percent of Kindermusik 
parents would recommend the 
program to other parents.
'Harris Interactive, November 2005.

CHICAGO

Bucktown Music
1890 N. Milwaukee

(773) 904-7426
www.bucktownmusic.com

DePaul University School of Music
Community Music Division  (773) 325-7262

www.music.depaul.edu/cmd

Hyde Park Suzuki Institute, Inc. 
(773) 643 1388

www.hydeparksuzuki.com

Kindermusik at Symphony Center
(312) 294-3064

www.cso.org

Northwest Chicago/Portage Park Area
Leah Egan  (708) 386-4437

www.olvchicago.org

Suzuki Music School of Lincoln Park
Janet Janz  (312) 266-9587
www.suzukimusiclp.com

NORTHWEST SUBURBAN

Algonquin & LITH/Barrington/South 
Barrington/Crystal Lake/Wauconda/ 

Antioch & Lake Villa/Kenosha, WI
www.kindermusikbylisa.com

(847) 421-1481

Arlington Heights/
Barrington/Palatine
Kindermusik Northwest 

(847) 304-8947
www.kidsnmusik.com

Arlington Heights/Mt. Prospect/Park 
Ridge/Hoffman Estates/Grayslake

Kindermusik by Colleen
(847) 749-3841

www.kindermusikbycolleen.com

SOUTH WEST SUBURBAN

Homer Township/Lockport/Lemont
The Lullaby League  (708) 403-9446

www.stjoeschool.com

Joliet/Crest Hill/Plainfield  
Jean Venegas  

(815) 280-5883
www.kindermusikwithjean.com

WEST SUBURBAN

Bartlett/Schaumburg
Jeanneane Palczewski

(630) 351-8508
www.jmusik.com


