
	  
John Rawls’s 

A THEORY OF JUSTICE: THE MUSICAL! 
World’s first feature-length musical about 
political philosophy premières in Oxford 

 
Wednesday 30 January – Saturday 2 February 2013 

 
DEM Productions presents John Rawls’s A Theory of Justice: The Musical! – the 

world’s first feature-length musical about political philosophy, written and composed by 

Oxford University PPE students, showing from Wednesday 30 January to Saturday 2 

February at Oxford’s Keble O’Reilly Theatre.  

In order to draw inspiration for his magnum opus, John Rawls travels back in time to 

converse (in song) with a selection of political philosophers, including Plato, Locke, 

Rousseau and Mill. But the journey is not as smooth as he hoped: for as he pursues his 

love interest, the beautiful student Fairness, through history, he must escape the evil 

designs of his libertarian arch-nemesis, Robert Nozick, and his objectivist lover, Ayn 

Rand. Will Rawls achieve his goal of defining Justice as Fairness? 

A Theory of Justice: The Musical! was written by Oxford University students Eylon 

Aslan-Levy, Ramin Sabi and Tommy Peto, who are all final-year undergraduates 

reading Philosophy, Politics and Economics. The authors originally conceived of the 

writing process as an amusing revision method, but quickly saw enormous potential in 

what would be the world’s first feature-length musical about political philosophy.  

Accompanying a script steeped in drama, humour and romance is a musical score that 

covers everything from a rap battle between John Locke and Thomas Hobbes (“The 

State Of Nature”) to a tango between Robert Nozick and Ayn Rand (“A Selfish Kind Of 

Love”) and a rock anthem from Jean-Jacques Rousseau (“Man Was Born Free”). 

Co-author and co-producer Eylon Aslan-Levy describes the show as “a light-hearted, 

tongue-in-cheek, camp and intellectually profound addition to the musical theatre 



	  
canon”. Commenting on the appearance of Immanuel Kant as John Rawls’s fairy 

godmother, Aslan-Levy adds: “I have a much better understanding of Kant now that we 

have written him a moving power ballad, but I fear that I will burst into laughter during 

my Finals when I picture Kant in drag!” 

Director Esmé Hicks says: “I am excited to work with such a lively script, and the cast is 

going to be one of the strongest I’ve worked with in Oxford”. She aims to stage the show 

as a pastiche of a Broadway musical, exploiting the self-deprecating humour that runs 

throughout the script. As an English Literature student, she is convinced that the 

musical will make audience members laugh whether they have studied political 

philosophy or not, commenting that: “I, for one, cannot get the songs out of my head”. 

This all-singing, all-dancing romp through 2,000 years of political philosophy looks set to 

entertain both students of philosophy and those completely new to the subject. Tickets 

can booked online: www.atojtm.com 

-ENDS- 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

Dates: Wednesday 30 January to Saturday 2 February 

Times: Evening shows: 7.30pm, Saturday matinee: 2.30pm 

Tickets: £8 | £7 (concessions) 

Pre-show talks:     Wed 30 Jan: Prof. Cecile Fabre (“Justice… and the Human Body”) 

                    Thu 31 Jan: Dr Stuart White (“Justice… and Disability”) 

                  Fri 1 Feb: Dr Adam Swift (“Justice… and the Family”) 

Pre-show talks run 18:30 – 19:15. There will be a panel discussion with the writers and 
directors after the opening night performance on the 30 January.  

Written by               Eylon Aslan-Levy, Ramin Sabi and Tommy Peto 

Produced by    Ramin Sabi and Eylon Aslan-Levy 

Directed by    Esmé Hicks and Robert Natzler 



	  
Musical Direction by  Toby Huelin and Bethan Griffiths 

Designed by    Georgia Luscombe 

DEM Productions is a theatre financing and production company, founded by Oxford 

University student Ramin Sabi in 2011. It has since brought some of the biggest ever 

productions to the Oxford University stage (including Dangerous Liaisons, Cabaret and 

A Little Night Music) and grown into one of the largest funding bodies for Oxford drama.  

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
Ksenia Harwood 

Marketing Officer  

T: 07568 579666 | E: atojtm@gmail.com 


