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We are a Saskatoon community initiative. We are investigating the potential for a large wind farm that 
would be developed and owned by Saskatoon citizens. We want to know what the public thinks. 

The Project 
The optimal size is likely ten wind turbines which would generate electricity for 16,000 Saskatoon 
residents.   No site has yet been selected but the final location would be 15-30 kilometers from 
Saskatoon where the wind resource is significantly better than it is in and around the City. 

The Economics 
Detailed analysis reveals that this project is technically and economically feasible. It would cost $43-
million which would be raised from thousands of Saskatoon residents who choose to participate in the 
attractive returns on offer. During construction it would put $10-million into Saskatoon businesses and 
generate hundreds of jobs. Once operating it would annually return $3.5-million to the local economy in 
operations and maintenance costs, dividend and interest payments to shareholders and banks, tax 
revenue to local government and land rental charges to the local community. 

The project needs no taxpayer or ratepayer subsidies. It requires only that it receive the same amount 
of money for the electricity it generates as Saskatoon Light and Power pays to SaskPower. 

This initiative would displace SaskPower’s thermally generated electricity and, because wind turbines 
release no carbon dioxide while operating, would as a result annually avoid the release of 42,000 
tonnes of carbon dioxide. This is equivalent to taking 10,000 cars off the road and represents 3% of the 
City’s targeted annual greenhouse gas reductions for 2013. 

These avoided emissions are termed ‘carbon credits’. They have real value and would be sold on the 
domestic and/or international market to private companies. Revenue so raised would be used to boost 
returns to our thousands of investors.  

Management 
Saskatoon Community Wind would be managed by a steering committee representative of all key 
stakeholders (Residents, the City, Technical/Engineering, the Environment, Academia, etc.). We would 
like to hear from entities wishing to be involved.   Until such time as the committee is in place the 
primary contact will be James Glennie. 

Next Steps 
The next few months will be spent in a wide-ranging discussion with Saskatoon residents. We 
encourage everyone to get involved through our web-site and social media! Only if a significant 
number of people are supportive would we later this year start the process of site selection. Through 
most of 2014 we would then undertake detailed wind testing, secure key environmental and 
construction permits, and negotiate turbine supply and construction contracts. Turbine installation 
would take place in 2015 with first electricity generation taking place in late 2015/early 2016. 


