
 

Talking Points 
 
Spending on NDD programs is not “out of control.”  
 

 NDD programs—cut by $900 billion already—represent a small and shrinking share of the federal budget and of 
our overall economy.  

 NDD programs represented just 3.4 percent of our country’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2011, consistent 
with historical levels. Under the funding caps established in the bi-partisan Budget Control Act, by 2021 NDD 
programs will decline to just 2.5 percent of GDP, the lowest level in at least 50 years. 

 
The approach to deficit reduction has thus far been unbalanced.   
  

 In the last two years alone, more than $1.5 trillion has been cut from critical services like job training and public 
safety—through the Fiscal Year 2011 Continuing Resolution, the Budget Control Act (BCA), and the American 
Taxpayer Relief Act.  

 Sequestration cuts another $1 trillion.  

 Meanwhile, revenues have contributed just $600 billion 
 
The sequester means lasting damage through immediate cuts to our investment in core programs Americans rely on. 
 

 In 2013, the sequester will mean an automatic 8.4 percent cut to program funding levels in 2013 for most NDD 
programs. These cuts will truly be across-the-board, with no departmental or agency control on how the 
sequester impacts individual programs.  

 Congress has already forced Americans to swallow trillions of dollars in cuts to programs that make their lives 
better.  

 Attempting to balance the budget on their backs will only cause more people to go hungry, deprive more kids of 
an education, and cast more Americans out of their homes and onto the streets. 

 
Every American will feel the effects of sequestration 
 

 Think average Americans won’t be hurt by sequestration? Think again! NDD programs don’t just help the most 
vulnerable among us – they help everyone.  

 These are the programs that keep our roads and bridges safe to drive on, that provide disaster relief and 
emergency assistance, and that allow medical research – including into cures for cancer, autism and diabetes – 
be conducted. 

 
Sequestration makes us less safe and less secure. 

 Sequestration will severely impact investigations and prosecutions of terrorism, drug gangs, human trafficking, 
and violent crime. 

 The Department of Justice cuts will eliminate approximately 10% of existing positions, including 3,700 FBI, DEA, 
ATF agents, and U.S. Marshals, along with 975 attorneys. This loss will be on top of the 6,000 positions already 
vacant, as well as the high number of law enforcement personnel likely subject to furlough.  

 Federal assistance to state and local law enforcement has already been reduced significantly, with cuts ranging 
from 25-61% for critical programs. 

 



Sequestration makes it hard for us to compete in the global marketplace. 

 The cuts will severely impact critical educational opportunities for America’s children and slow our economic 
growth. 

 The Department of Education cuts will total more than $4 billion.  

 Title I grants to high-poverty school districts will be cut more than $1 billion. Such cuts will deny funding to 4,000 
schools serving more than 1.6 million disadvantaged students, and roughly 16,000 teachers will lose their jobs. 
Funding will also be cut for students with disabilities, teacher quality, after school and college financial aid and 
support services. 

 Nearly 31 million children will lose access to critical education programs, including Head Start. 

 One million at-risk students will be turned away from the Career and Technical Education Program -- even 
though it reduces the high school dropout rate.  

 College is being put out of reach for low- and middle-income families due to cuts to college financial aid. 

 Adult education will suffer, too. The National Skills Coalition predicts that almost two million fewer workers and 
employers will be able to participate in key employment and training programs in 2013. 

 The CBO estimates that 750,000 jobs will be lost in 2013 alone if the sequester continues. 
 

Sequestration is devastating to the public health infrastructure.  
 

 Cuts to the National Institutes of Health will stifle medical discoveries that save lives and drive our economy. NIH 
supports scientists in every state across the nation, thus every state will feel the sequester’s effects. In eight 
states, these cuts will exceed $100 million. 

 About 2,500 – 2,700 grants to universities and medical centers will be lost. 

 Labs will shut down, scientists will be laid off, and local businesses that support research centers will close. More 
troubling, progress on promising cures will grind to a halt, while China and our other global competitors double 
and triple their research investments. 

 Cuts to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention will deny life-saving immunizations to 30,000 children 
and 20,000 adults. This means an increase in the risk for deaths and hospitalizations from domestic outbreaks of 
vaccine-preventable diseases, such as measles and whooping cough. More than 100 highly-skilled public health 
staff who oversee national vaccination programs will lose their jobs. 
 

The House-passed budget doubles down on these harmful cuts. That’s simply the wrong path to foster economic 
growth, increase our global competiveness and create more jobs. 
 
We should not choose between growth and job creation and getting our fiscal house in order.  
 

 If we can get parties to come together, we can reach agreement on a balanced approach that provides for short 
term growth and job creation and long term fiscal restraint.  
 

We have clear eyes about the need to move forward with a grand bargain.  
 

 We cannot keep jumping from crisis to crisis – especially when the only solution our lawmakers seem to be able 
to come up with is to gut the programs that are making Americans’ lives better. 

 
Congress and the President must work together to put an end to this destructive cycle of crisis-budgeting, to eliminate 
the sequester caps once and for all, and to stop cutting the core functions of our government.  
 


