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User Guide For Kids 

 

Background   

The International Illustration Contest: ‘Ocean Flag – Giving The Ocean A Face’ is held as part of a 

children education initiative intended to develop awareness of the importance of responsible 

environmental behaviour and to provide them with the knowledge that can help them become 

responsible adults and dynamic agents of change in our society. Pertinent and actual facts about the 

challenges that our Ocean is facing today are fundamental tools for preparing children to take future 

responsible action in their communities and, thus, strengthening their participation in the protection, 

preservation and improvement of the natural resource that unites us all, our Ocean. 

Participants 

The Ocean Flag International Illustration Contest is open to ALL children from 6 to 12 years of age. 

Basic rules 

The illustration should reflect issues concerning the importance of ocean conservation. You can plan 

and develop some cool activities to raise your school and family awareness about ocean conservation 

before you start illustration.   

Illustrations should be on white A4-size or letter-size paper. Remember, your illustration could be 

used for making small badges, large posters and of course flags! We encourage you to use bright, 

bold colours. You may use illustration materials of any type: pens, pencils, paints, and crayons. You 

are also allowed to use computer graphic programmes. 

The illustrations must be your original creation. Most importantly you should use your imagination 

and have fun! Please remember to read the full regulations before applying. 
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Deadline and submission of entries 

The deadline for submitting your illustration is 30 September 2013. Upload your illustration through 

the online form with all the details required and click the submit button. Please note that even 

though your submission is sent electronically you should keep the original illustration in a safe place 

as we may require the original in case your illustration is selected.  

Handling of entries and intellectual property 

All illustrations will be handled by the organizers and shall become their legal property. The 

organizers have the right to publish, exhibit, print or distribute the entries through any media.  

FAQ 

Here are some of the frequently asked questions related to the contest.  

a) How will my artwork be used? 

The project is developing a series of educational materials for children and youth, teachers and youth 

leaders. The artwork we receive will be used to make activity badges, logos, posters, publications and 

T‐shirts for the “Let’s Give The Ocean A Face” initiative. Your artwork may also be used in Ocean Flag 

publications. 

b) When do I need to submit my artwork? 

Entries must be received by 30 September 2013. 

c) When will the winners be announced? 

The winners will be announced on International Human Solidarity Day – 20 December 2013. 

 

d) What are the prizes? 

The overall winning kid will earn a night “sleeping with the sharks” at the Oceanario of Lisbon as well 

as an official certificate and Ocean Flag official products. Even if you are not the winner, your 

artwork could still be used in international exhibits and publications. 
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e) What is Ocean conservation? 

Ocean conservation is the protection of marine species and ecosystems. It involves protection and 

restoration of species, populations and habitats. It also tackles the mitigation of human activities 

such as overfishing, habitat destruction, pollution, invasive species, shark finning, whaling, ocean 

acidification and global warming. 

f) Why is the Ocean important? 

Here are some examples of why the ocean is important: 

 Every second breath we take comes from the Ocean 

 The Ocean regulates the climate making life on earth possible 

 The largest percentage of the world’s protein consumed by people comes from fish 

 While there are hundreds of thousands of known marine life forms, there are many that are 

yet to be discovered, some scientists suggest that there could actually be millions of marine 

life forms out there 

 The Gulf Stream is largely responsible for keeping Western Europe warm, a change in the Gulf 

Stream could drastically alter the climate in Northern Europe, with temperatures dropping 

dramatically 

 About half of the world’s population lives within the coastal zone, and ocean-based 

businesses contribute more than $500 billion to the world’s economy 

These are just some of the many facts about why the Ocean is important to us. Let’s share the 

knowledge and act accordingly! 

g) Enquiries 

For further information and enquiries, please email: whatis@oceanflag.org 

Be part of the wave for change! 

Encourage your friends to learn more and reflect about the Ocean, overfishing, pollution, ocean 

acidification, global warming, habitat destruction and the numerous livelihoods and cultural diversity 

associated to the Ocean. Discuss what the Ocean means to people. 

mailto:whatis@oceanflag.org
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Learn, act and share. These are the 3 principles to inspire youth around you. So go and give this 

project a voice and don’t forget that most importantly this idea needs to be given a face! 

 

- The Ocean Flag Team 

.   

 


