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History—Social Science Content Standards  

for California Public Schools 

Addressed by The Medieval Dude’s Presentations 
 

 

KINDERGARTEN 

K.6 Students understand that history relates to events, people, and places of other times.  

1. Understand how people lived in earlier times and how their lives would be different today 

(e.g., getting water from a well, growing food, making clothing, having fun, forming 

organizations, living by rules and laws).  

 

FIRST GRADE 

1.4 Students compare and contrast everyday life in different times and places around the 

world and recognize that some aspects of people, places, and things change over time while 

others stay the same.  

1. Examine the structure of schools and communities in the past.  

2. Study transportation methods of earlier days.  

3. Recognize similarities and differences of earlier generations in such areas as work (inside 

and outside the home), dress, manners, stories, games, and festivals, drawing from 

biographies, oral histories, and folklore.  

1. 6 Students understand basic economic concepts and the role of individual choice in a free-

market economy.  

1. Understand the concept of exchange and the use of money to purchase goods and services.  

2. Identify the specialized work that people do to manufacture, transport, and market goods 

and services and the contributions of those who work in the home.  

 

SECOND GRADE 

2.3 Students explain governmental institutions and practices in the United States and other 

countries.  

1. Explain how the United States and other countries make laws, carry out laws, determine 

whether laws have been violated, and punish wrongdoers.  

2. Describe the ways in which groups and nations interact with one another to try to resolve 

problems in such areas as trade, cultural contacts, treaties, diplomacy, and military force.  
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SEVENTH GRADE 

7.2 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of 

the civilizations of Islam in the Middle Ages.  

1. Discuss the expansion of Muslim rule through military conquests and treaties, emphasizing 

the cultural blending within Muslim civilization and the spread and acceptance of Islam and 

the Arabic language.  

7.6 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of 

the civilizations of Medieval Europe.  

1. Study the geography of the Europe and the Eurasian land mass, including its location, 

topography, waterways, vegetation, and climate and their relationship to ways of life in 

Medieval Europe.  

2. Describe the spread of Christianity north of the Alps and the roles played by the early 

church and by monasteries in its diffusion after the fall of the western half of the Roman 

Empire. 

3. Understand the development of feudalism, its role in the medieval European economy, the 

way in which it was influenced by physical geography (the role of the manor and the growth 

of towns), and how feudal relationships provided the foundation of political order.  

4. Demonstrate an understanding of the conflict and cooperation between the Papacy and 

European monarchs (e.g., Charlemagne, Gregory VII, Emperor Henry IV).  

5. Know the significance of developments in medieval English legal and constitutional 

practices and their importance in the rise of modern democratic thought and representative 

institutions (e.g., Magna Carta, parliament, development of habeas corpus, an independent 

judiciary in England).  

6. Discuss the causes and course of the religious Crusades and their effects on the Christian, 

Muslim, and Jewish populations in Europe, with emphasis on the increasing contact by 

Europeans with cultures of the Eastern Mediterranean world.  

7. Map the spread of the bubonic plague from Central Asia to China, the Middle East, and 

Europe and describe its impact on global population.  

8. Understand the importance of the Catholic church as a political, intellectual, and aesthetic 

institution (e.g., founding of universities, political and spiritual roles of the clergy, creation 

of monastic and mendicant religious orders, preservation of the Latin language and 

religious texts, St. Thomas Aquinas's synthesis of classical philosophy with Christian 

theology, and the concept of "natural law").  

9. Know the history of the decline of Muslim rule in the Iberian Peninsula that culminated in 

the Reconquista and the rise of Spanish and Portuguese kingdoms.  


