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“There is one body, 
and one Spirit, even 
as ye are called in 
one hope of your 
calling;  One Lord, 
one faith, one bap-
tism, One God and 
Father of all, who is 
above all, and 
through all, and in 
you all.” 

(Ephesians 4:4-6) 

 

G O D  

child of God and knows God. Whoever 

loves is a child of God and knows God. 

Whoever does not love does not know 

God, for God is love.”   (1 John 4: 7-8) 

 

Fr. V.V Paulose  
President, JCM 
 
 
 

  

Dear Spiritual 
Children, 
 

I am very 
pleased to hear 
that the first 

issue of our Mission’s month-
ly e-newsletter, Voice of Jeru-
salem, will be published on 
February 1, 2013. As the 
name stands, this                    
e-newsletter essentially tries 
to voice our faith and belief 
in the Lord Jesus established 
on the fellowship of love and 
care. 
 
Let us reflect on  1 Corinthi-
ans 13: 
 
“I may be able to speak the languages 

of human beings and even of angels, 

but if I have no love, my speech is no 

more than a noisy gong or a clanging 

bell.  I may have the gift of inspired 

preaching; I may have all knowledge 

and understand all secrets; I may 

have all the faith needed to move 

mountains—but if I have no love, I am 

nothing.  I may give away everything I 

have, and even give up my body to be 

burned—but if I have no love, this 

does me no good. 

Love is patient and kind; it is not jeal-

ous or conceited or proud;  love is not 

ill-mannered or selfish or irritable; 

love does not keep a record of 

wrongs; love is not happy with evil, 

but is happy with the truth.  Love 

never gives up; and its faith, hope, and 

patience never fail. 
 Love is eternal. There are inspired 

messages, but they are temporary; 

there are gifts of speaking in strange 

tongues, but they will cease; there is 

knowledge, but it will pass.  For our 

gifts of knowledge and of inspired 

messages are only partial; but when 

what is perfect comes, then what is 

partial will disappear. 

When I was a child, my speech, feel-

ings, and thinking were all those of a 

child; now that I am an adult, I have no 

more use for childish ways. What we 

see now is like a dim image in a mir-

ror; then we shall see face-to-face. 

What I know now is only partial; then it 

will be complete—as complete as 

God's knowledge of me. 

Meanwhile these three remain: faith, 

hope, and love; and the greatest of 

these is love.” 

 

I congratulate all the mem-
bers of our Mission who have 
come forward and joined 
hands with one another in 
initiating and executing this 
project successfully. I really 
hope this humble enterprise 
of our Mission in publishing a 
monthly e-newsletter turns 
out to be a successful publi-
cation in touching and invig-
orating the lives of people 
with God’s Love. 
 
As Apostle John wrote: 
“let us love one another, because love 

comes from God. Whoever loves is a 
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PATH TO SUCCESS 

by Rev. Fr. V.V Paulose 

 

"Not one of the good promises which 

the Lord had made to the house of 

Israel failed; all came to pass. “  

(Joshua 21:45) 

 
Failed 2000 times but all 
were the steps of process to 
success. 
 
The word ‘Failure‘ is not in 
the dictionary of God’s chil-
dren. All seemingly failures 
are good lessons for His chil-
dren to do things in  proper 
manner. 
 
“There are no secrets to suc-
cess. It’s the result of prepa-
ration, hard work, and learn-
ing from failures”- Colin Pow-
ell. 
 



We should not be con-
sumed by our failures in 
life. Because the compas-
sionate creator is in the 
process of making things 
new every morning for the 
betterment of humanity 
just like a potter remodel-
ling and redesigning the 
pot out of clay as his vision 
for a perfect make. 
 
"Through the Lord’s mercies we 

are not consumed, because His 

compassions fail not. They are new 

every morning. Great is your faith-

fulness.” (Lamentations 3: 22.23)  

 
Let us realize that it is God 
who gives us success. Our 
strength and success are 
from God not from our-
selves. 
 
“If you falter in times of trouble, 

how small is your 

strength.” (Proverbs 24:10)  

 
So when you and I feel we 
are on slippery grounds 
and falling or we are 
doomed, let us open our 
eyes and see our loving 
resurrected God’s serene 
face and ask for his bless-
ings and success. 
 

Thomas Edison (1847-
1931) was possibly the 
greatest inventor who ever 
lived. He received more 
than 1,000 patents in his 
lifetime, many for items we 
take for granted today: the 
alkaline battery, the motion 
picture camera, the phono-
graph and, of course, the 
light bulb. There’ s a story 
that Edison took more than 
2,000 experiments before 
he got his light bulb to 

work. When a reporter 
asked him how it felt to fail 
so many times, Edison said, 
“I never failed once. I in-
vented the light bulb. It just 
happened to be a 2,000- 
step process.” 
 

"My flesh and my heart may fall, but 

God is the strength of my heart and 

my portion forever.”  (Psalm 73:26) 

  

Jesus, let us lean on you 
when we are at the receiv-
ing end as your beloved 
John did at the Last Supper. 
Let us have the spirit of 
victory and success to look 
on you in all our tribula-
tions and failures. Let us 
take all our fallings in life as 
your chiding to correct and 
teach us to reach the desti-
nation of victory. We are 
thankful to you always for 
all the inventions and dis-
coveries of human beings. 
We praise you for Edison 
the scientist, for all his in-
ventions for the better-
ment of humanity that we 
enjoy. All we ask in the 
name of Jesus. Amen. 
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BAPTISM 

 
As members of Syriac Or-
thodox Church denomina-
tion, it is instructive to un-
derstand the meaning of 
baptism and what it does 
to our life. 
 
Baptism is the first sacra-
ment instituted by our 
church as it is the first step 
toward receiving the Grace 
of God. By receiving  God’s 
Grace, we believe that our 
souls are cleansed so that 
we truly become His chil-
dren. Specifically,  cleans-
ing our souls through the 
divine power trans-
forms our life, whereby, we 
begin a new way of life in 
God and quash our old way 
of sinful and spiritually 
dead life.  
 
Quintessentially, baptism 
cleanses our sins and 
unites us with God’s will 
through church. 
  

 

T H E O L O G I C A  

DECONSTRUCTING     

PRAYER 

by Shon P. John 

In my childhood, I had al-
ways asked myself two 
questions: What is prayer? 
Why do we repeatedly say, 
“Our father in heaven”?  
 
One day, I asked my father 
these questions, and he 
told me that “a prayer is a 
request to God for His 
blessings” and “we repeat-
edly say, ‘Our father in 
heaven’ because we are 
‘Christians’." Apparently, 
those answers were suffi-
cient to satisfy my curiosi-
ty. 
  
As I began to read the Bible 
more closely, the questions 
I asked my father previous-
ly began to resurface. 
That’s when I began to de-
vote time to understand 
the meaning of prayer.  The 
reference book for my in-
quiry was, apparently, the 
Bible. 
 
This article is, therefore, an 
attempt to deconstruct the 
meaning of prayer in light 
of my knowledge gained 
from reading the Bible. 
 
Biblical verses on Prayer: 
 
A review of biblical verses 
on prayer tends to indicate 
that prayer is essentially a 
communication with God. 
The Bible is replete with 
the instances of people 
communicating or trying to 
communicate with God. 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  

 

 
 

“I will do what you 

have asked. I will give 

you a wise and dis-

cerning heart, so that 

there will never have 

been anyone like you, 

nor will there ever be.”  

(1 Kings 3:12) 



 
The above-cited verses 
indicate that prayer is an 
act of calling on the name 
of God in His praise to bless 
and help people.  
 
The New Testament also 
describes the meaning of 
prayer. 
 
In Mathew 26:39, we read: 
“And he went a little far-
ther, and fell on his face, 
and prayed, saying, O my 
Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me: nev-
ertheless not as I will, but 
as thou wilt.” Further in 
Matthew 26:41, we read: 
“Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation: 
the spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.” 
Here, prayer is seen as an 
affirmation of the superior-
ity of God’s will over peo-
ple and also a protective 
measure to arrest the un-
dercurrent of temptations 
in our life. 
 
In John 15:7, we read: “If 
ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you.” In 
Luke 18:1, we read: “And 
he spake a parable unto 
them to this end, that men 
ought always to pray, and 
not to faint;”. In Ephesians 
6:18, we read: “Praying 
always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto 
with all perseverance and 
supplication for all saints;” 
In Mathew 7:7, we read: 
“Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; 

knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you:” In 1 
Timothy 2:8, we read: “I 
will therefore that men 
pray everywhere, lifting up 
holy hands, without wrath 
and doubting.” In Mark 
11:24, we read: “Therefore 
I say unto you, What things 
soever ye desire, when ye 
pray, believe that ye re-
ceive them, and ye shall 
have them.” In 1 John 3:22, 
we read: “And whatsoever 
we ask, we receive of him, 
because we keep his com-
mandments, and do those 
things that are pleasing in 
his sight.” Further in 1 John 
5:14, we read: “And this is 
the confidence that we 
have in him, that, if we ask 
any thing according to his 
will, he heareth us:” In 
Mathew 18:19, we read: 
“Again I say unto you, That 
if two of you shall agree on 
earth as touching anything 
that they shall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my 
Father which is in heaven.” 
The above-cited verses 
indicate that prayer is an 
act of asking God for the 
things that one desires by 
subjecting those to the will 
of God. 
 
In Mark 1:35, Jesus is seen 
to have “departed into a 
solitary place” to pray. In 
Luke 6:12, we read: “And it 
came to pass in those days, 
that he went out into a 
mountain to pray, and con-
tinued all night in prayer to 
God.” In Mathew 6:6, we 
read: “But thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thy clos-
et, and when thou hast 
shut thy door, pray to thy 

Let’s look at a few verses 
on prayer in the Old Testa-
ment. 
 
In Genesis 4:26, we read: 
“And to Seth, to him also 
there was born a son; and 
he called his name Enos: 
then began men to call 
upon the name of 
the Lord”. In 1Kings 8:22-
23, we read that Solomon 
raised his arms and prayed 
“Lord God of Israel, there is 
no god like you in heaven 
above or on earth below! 
You keep your covenant 
with your people and show 
them your love when they 
live in whole-hearted obe-
dience to you”. Further in 1 
Kings 8:54-56 we read the 
description of Solomon’s 
prayer. He is said to have 
asked for “God’s blessings 
on all the people assem-
bled there”. In 2 Chronicles 
20:19, we read that people 
“praised the Lord, the God 
of Israel”. In Zechariah 
13:9, we read: “And I will 
bring the third part through 
the fire, and will refine 
them as silver is refined, 
and will try them as gold is 
tried: they shall call on my 
name, and I will hear them: 
I will say, It is my people: 
and they shall say, 
The Lord is my God.” In 
Psalms 34:17, we read: 
“The righteous cry, and the 
Lord heareth, and deliver-
eth them out of all their 
troubles.” Further in 
Psalms 91:15, we read: “He 
shall call upon me, and I 
will answer him: I will be 
with him in trouble; I will 
deliver him, and honour 
him.” 
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“And the spirit of 
the Lord shall rest 
upon him, the spirit 
of wisdom and un-
derstanding, the 
spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of 
knowledge and of 
the fear of 
the Lord; 
And shall make him 
of quick under-
standing in the fear 
of the Lord: and he 
shall not judge after 
the sight of his eyes, 
neither reprove 
after the hearing of 
his ears:” 
 
(Isaiah 11: 2-3) 



Father which is in secret; 
and thy Father which seeth 
in secret shall reward thee 
openly.” These verses indi-
cate that  prayer is also a 
meditative exercise done in 
solitude. 
 
Therefore, prayer is seen as 
a means to communicate 
effectively with God. As 
such, it can include: a) ex-
alting the name of God; b) 
a plain talk expressing 
one’s gratitude, praise, 
requests, ideas, feelings, 
and agonies; c) a statement 
of affirming the will of God; 
d) and a meditation to re-
form one’s life as God man-
dates. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
  
The Lord’s Prayer (“Our 
father in heaven..”) is a 
very powerful prayer as it 
encompasses everything a 
human being needs to care 
about to live a fruitful life 
in this world. However, it is 
not very clear from the 
Bible, at least to me, 
whether the chanting or 
recitation of this prayer 
taught by Jesus to his disci-
ples and people was in 
vogue during Jesus’ Minis-
try. This is just to say that 
we lack conclusive evi-
dence in the Bible to state 
that this prayer was used 
as a formulaic prayer as we 
use today in our church. 
Whether it was used as a 
formulaic prayer or not 
does not discount the pow-
erful message Jesus tried to 
transmit to people.  
 
Let’s reflect on the mes-

sage Jesus tried to com-
municate to us through His 
prayer (Mathew 6: 9-13). 
 
Our Father which art in 
heaven: 
 
This establishes our familial 
relationship with God. God 
is our creator and our pur-
pose is to reclaim a place in 
His abode. The usage of 
word heaven gives us an 
opportunity to reflect on 
our life in this world and 
examine or reexamine how 
distant we are from the 
goal of seeking entrance 
into the Kingdom of God. 
 
Hallowed be thy name: 
 
As believers, this is an affir-
mation that we take every 
opportunity in our life to 
glorify the name of God by 
our thoughts and deeds. 
 
Thy kingdom come: 
 
This is a declaration of our 
unflinching faith and belief 
in the Word of God despite 
many temptations in this 
material world. 
 
Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven: 
 
This is again  an affirmation 
to subject our life to the 
will of God as we realize 
that God is omniscient, 
omnipotent, and omnipres-
ent. 
 
Give us this day our daily 
bread: 
 
This request to God re-
minds us not to be greedy 

in our life. It teaches us to 
expect a reasonable level 
of comfort in this earthly 
life. It also teaches us to 
profess and lead a simple 
life. 
 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors: 
 
With our commitment to 
subject to the will of God 
and faith in the Word of 
God, we are obligated to 
internalize the quality of 
forgiving others before 
requesting forgiveness 
from God. 
 
And lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from 
evil: 
 
The Lord recognizes that 
temptations haunt our life 
daily. As humans we are 
constantly tempted to fol-
low Satan’s way. Jesus, 
who had been tested by 
Satan, taught us to request 
the Lord to guard us from 
temptations to sin. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the 
glory, forever: 
 
This is a summary state-
ment that we wilfully sub-
ject our life to the Lord’s 
will, power, and glory. 
 
To sum up, prayer is a com-
munication of our 
thoughts, feelings, and 
agonies to God by sub-
mitting our life to the will 
of God. The Lord’s Prayer 
appears more as a reflec-
tive prayer with its true 
power revealed substan-
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tively when we chant this 
prayer in solitude. 
 
(The views expressed here 
reflect the views of the author 
alone, and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of Jerusalem 
Christian Mission.) 

 

 

Take delight in 

the Lord, and he 

will give you the 

desires of your 

heart. 

(Psalms 37:4) 



E X P R E S S I O N S  
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 Neha Paulose, aged 9, is a grade 3 

student at St. Joseph's Elementary 

School, Streetsville, Mississauga. She 

loves Maths, Gymnastic, & Art.  

 

 

മാര്ഗം   

by Stella  Thomas 
 

ഒന്നും ഒന്നമേ രണ്ട്  

രണ്ടന വഴികള് േനന്നണ്ട്   

തിരഞ്ഞെടനക്നും വഴി ഒന്്  

വിട്ടു വിടനവാന് മവണ്ടി ഒന്്  

 

 

“He makes springs pour water into the ravines; it 

flows between the mountains. They give water to 

all the beasts of the field; the wild donkeys quench 

their thirst. The birds of the air nest by the waters; 

they sing among the branches. He waters the 

mountains from his upper chambers; the earth is 

satisfied by the fruit of his work. He makes grass 

grow for the cattle, and plants for man to culti-

vate-bringing forth food from the earth.”  

(Psalms 104:10-14 ) 



C A N A D I A N  I M M I G R A T I O N  

C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S  
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Dear Readers, Writers, Poets, and Artists: 

Voice of Jerusalem is a monthly e-newsletter published with the funda-

mental aim to promote spiritual living among people. Additionally, it aims 

to promote, develop and exhibit creativity of people by showcasing their 

creative works, such as articles, essays, short stories, poems, sketches, 

cartoons, drawings, paintings, photographs etc. 

Voice of Jerusalem invites you to submit original and unpublished works 

in the fields mentioned above. 

Warm regards, 

Shon P. John, Editor 
Email: shonpjohn28@gmail.com 

 
 
J E R U S A L E M  C H R I S T I A N  M I S S I O N  
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C O N T A C T : R E V .  F R .  V . V  P A U L O S E  
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C E L L U L A R : 4 1 6 - 5 0 5 - 0 1 0 7  

 

1. CIC has begun accepting applications under its new Federal Skilled Trades Program launched on January 2, 

2013. Under this program Electricians, Plumbers, Welders, Carpenter, etc. qualify. 

2. Permanent Resident applicants under Economic Class Programs whose temporary resident work permits are 

due to expire can now apply for Bridging Open Work Permit to maintain their status in Canada. 

3. CIC will soon devolve a framework to prevent fraud in the International Students Program (ISP). As part of 

this framework, CIC would soon designate educational institutions in Canada to host international students 

and wield authority to request evidence from study permit holders to check whether they comply with study 

permit conditions. 

4. In a move to contain the abuse of Canada’s generous immigration system, CIC now requires certain spon-

sored spouses or partners to live together with their sponsor for a minimum of two years from the day they 

receive PR status. 

G R E E T I N G S  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Santhosh Louis February 2 

Aaron Basil February 5 

Shybi Prasad February 18 

Joshua Philips February 24 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

Stella & Thomas February 2 

Seena & Paulose February 3 

Jinu & Anu February 3 

Neenu & Manoj February 15 

Mercy & Varghese February 21 



L I T U R G I C A L  C A L E N D A R  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 Mayaltho 

(Jesus' Entry into 

the Temple)  

3 All Departed 

Holy Fathers, All 

Departed  

4 5 6 7 8 9  

10  

Sunday of Cana  

11  

Great 50 days Lent 

Starts  

12 13 14 15 16 

17 

Garbo (Leper)  

18 19 20 21 22 23  

24 

M'Shario (Paralytic)  

25 26 27 28   

February 2013 

http://www.stgregorioschurchdc.org/cgi/Lectionary.cgi?ids=023
http://www.stgregorioschurchdc.org/cgi/Lectionary.cgi?ids=023
http://www.stgregorioschurchdc.org/cgi/Lectionary.cgi?ids=023
http://www.stgregorioschurchdc.org/cgi/Lectionary.cgi?ids=024,030
http://www.stgregorioschurchdc.org/cgi/Lectionary.cgi?ids=024,030
http://www.stgregorioschurchdc.org/cgi/Lectionary.cgi?ids=024,030
http://www.stgregorioschurchdc.org/cgi/Lectionary.cgi?ids=031

