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Introduction: 

Greyhounds are virtually the only breed of canines 

that experience acute and chronic corns. They are 

characterized by round, conical, hard surfaces that 

cause extreme discomfort while standing and 

walking; thus inhibiting comfort and quality of life. 

They are usually located on the paws but vary in size 

and location. There are a few methods of extraction 

such as dremeling and hulling, although these 

methods prove to be temporary and require repeated 

procedures. Special boots may be utilized to cushion 

the corn and reduce pain, but it does not cure the corn 

itself. There are topical preparations that aid in the 

extraction but these may take multiple weeks or 

months to take effect. Therefore, it is not clear 

whether the corn has healed itself or due to the aid of 

any of these treatments.    

 

Failure of these options to produce a clear first line approach may be due in part of a lack 

of known etiology. A study done by Balara JM, et al. studied 18 greyhounds with corns 

and found that they were negative for the papillomavirus, a common infection in humans 

that leads to plantar warts. It was concluded that pad friction may be a more likely 

etiology. 

 

New approaches must be taken in order to improve quality of life and to decrease the 

severity and reoccurrence of corns in greyhounds. 

 

 

 

 



Jack’s Gel: 
Jack’s Gel is a proprietary formula consisting of a keratolytic agent, a powerful 

moisturizing agent, an antioxidant, and homeopathic oil in a thick base designed to form 

a pseudo-patch over the corn surface.  

 

Canines, like humans, have skin pores on their noses and paw pads. When pores are 

covered and starved for oxygen, the reflex is to open. The increased surface area 

theoretically allows more of the active ingredients and homeopathic oil to absorb deeper 

into the dermis. This is where Jack’s Gel may have a clinical advantage. Instead of just 

laying on top of the corn, the pseudo-patch may deliver medications closer to the root of 

the corn. 

 

Patient History: 

Miami is a 2y/o male Greyhound adopted July 2012 and has had recurring cases of corns. 

Corns have appeared on three paws and at one point Miami had five corns 

simultaneously. Prior therapy included Bag Balm moisturizer, regular hullings by Dr. 

Zack Glantz, DVM of Companion Pet Hospital, and laser therapy on the front left and 

back left pads. Corns returned on both pads after unsuccessful laser therapy. According to 

Miami’s owner, the hullings were most effective and provided the most relief. When the 

study began, Miami had one corn on the back left paw. 

 

Methods: 
Miami’s owners were instructed to apply Jack’s Gel once a day for 30 minutes. A thin 

layer of the gel was to be applied on top of and slightly surrounding the outer borders of 

the corn. After a half hour, the gel was to be wiped off with any means necessary. The 

owner was requested to keep a log of: date, time left on, and any additional notes they 

thought relevant to administration or results. The study was to be continued until there 

was clear resolution of the corn. At any point, the owners could exit the study as seen fit 

for Miami. 

These methods and ingredients were approved by Dr. Christina L. Fuoco, VMD, CVA, 

CCRT of WAG-Philly and Dr. Zack Glantz, VMD of Companion Pet Hospital.  

 

Results: 
The study began on 12/26/12. Pictures were taken of the corn which surfaced deep in the 

dermis a few weeks prior. The corn had a deep red color, which the owner mentioned 

occurred at times but was nothing out of the ordinary. Miami was just beginning to limp 

slightly on initial inspection.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The owner noted that application was near effortless compared to 

other topical treatments. She laid Miami on his side and applied the 

gel for 30 minutes the first 7 days of the study. After wiping off the 

Day 3 application, she took a photo and noticed that the corn had 

rapidly approached the surface of the paw and had clear definition 

for the first time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The gel was applied the same way up until day 7. On day 7 the gel was applied and then 

covered by a band-aid, followed by a Thera-Paw. Contents were removed after 30 

Day 1 

Day 2 – With Jack’s 

Gel applied. 

Day 3 after application – Corn surfaced and had higher surrounding definition. 



minutes, and then original protocol was followed by applying for 30 minutes with Miami 

on his side. After removal of the gel, the corn had developed a distinct edge big enough 

for manual removal via tweezers. Miami’s showed no discomfort during the removal and 

was then prancing around and walked with no problem. All that is left is a crater of where 

the corn was. On Day 8-9 the owner reported walking Miami without the use of a boot 

for the first time in months.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 7 after application – Front view 

Day 7 after application – Side View 

Day 7 after application – Removed Corn Day 7 after application – Leftover Crater 



Discussion: 
Without a known etiology it is impossible to pinpoint the exact origin of the corns and 

why they appear exclusively in greyhounds. There are topical treatments that work for 

some yet do nothing for others. Furthermore, some products require multiple treatments 

daily and may be too time consuming for proper, consistent compliance.  

Jack’s Gel combines a host of active ingredients as well as homeopathic oil in a unique 

gel base that may aid in absorption. In this specific case, the gel may have expedited the 

natural process of which a corn first appears deep in the dermis, then surfaced for 

removal. More importantly, Miami didn’t experience any negative effects and use of an 

oral agent was bypassed.  

Overall, this study supported the positive use of Jack’s Gel in greyhounds with corns as a 

first line treatment, or as a second line treatment for corns refractory to other methods or 

lack of compliance. 
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