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John 15:1-8: 1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear 
fruit He takes away;[a] and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already 
clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the 
branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone 
does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the 
fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will[b] ask what you desire, and 
it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

This past Sunday, Bishop Quainoo reminded us of the importance of abiding in the Father.  Bishop illustrated in 
John 15 that Jesus shows himself to be the main vine, the source, and we are the branches off of the main vine.  
God is the gardener, the decision maker.  He removes the branches that bear no fruit.  We need to be focused on 
and seeking the source Jesus.  We cannot be spectators who just come to church but do not take the Word of 
God to heart and bear no fruit.  God wants to transform us and mature us, to prune us to bear fruit. We must 
actively do our part to obey His word and seek Him.  Beware if you are just attending church but are not 
following the instructions of God’s word.  It is the righteous who will have eternal life. 

Those who bear fruit God will prune. We are the branches in Christ who are supposed to bear fruit.  3 Aspects 
about being a branch 

1. The Father prunes us and cuts back the parts that are not fruitful. 
a. Pruning is painful, but pruning is removing the excess things that make us unable to bear fruit. 
b. May God take you to the places where you are not content and complacent, but open to teaching, 

being changed and being transformed. To a place of maturity and completeness. 
c. James 1:2-4:2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the 

testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 

2. Bearing fruit means being a part of bringing others into the kingdom.  But also, the fruit is not for the 
vine or the plant, but for other organisms. 

a. God wants us to live and bear fruit so that our lives are an encouragement to others.  Our 
testimony should be an encouragement and blessing to other believers, bringing glory to God! 

3. Testing and trials are not the same as temptations. 
a. God uses testing’s and trials to build us up!  Testing’s and trials are circumstances we are placed 

in for God to teach us, and strengthen us, and to make us more complete in Christ.  
b. Temptations are different.  Temptations are when you look at something and it appeals to your 

flesh.  Know that the devil does not know what you are thinking, but he follows your actions and 
words and tempts you based on those actions and words. 

c. 1 John 2:15-17: 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing 
away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 

d. We must live under subjection to God so that the hook and seed of the temptation are not in us.  
If there is no hook or seed of temptation in us, then the enemy’s temptation will have no power 
over us.  We are not of this world - we have power through Christ to live above the sin and 
temptations of this world. 

4. It is not the Fathers responsibility to make sure you are kept in the vine!  It is your responsibility.  God 
has already made the provision.  He has already died and rose again.  We just must come to 
acknowledge that He is Lord and Saviour and that He died and rose again with all power!  It is God’s 
will that we remain in Him! 



We must obey God! 

O – Open to hearing from God 

B – Believe God and His word quickly 

E – Encourage or edify yourself in the word of God 

Y – Yield to the Lord, know that God is always right!!  God reveals himself, even though we may not 
understand everything that God does or allows, God is still always right! 

Question 1) How is the vine and the branches an illustration of the proper relationship with Jesus Christ? 

Question 2) As Jesus is the vine and we are the branches, what does it mean that God is the vinedresser? 

Question 3) Share a testimony of how God has pruned you, through testing and trials, to bear more fruit? What 
was that process like?  How were you and others blessed by God pruning you?  

Question 4) How do you abide in God?  What are the benefits of abiding in Christ? How would you explain 
abiding in Christ to other believers?  


