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Luke 9:57-62: 57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his 
head.”  59 He said to another man, “Follow me.” But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my 
father.” 60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 
61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family.” 62 Jesus 
replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 

Luke 14:25-35: 25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to 
me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own 
life—he cannot be my disciple. 27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 
28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has 
enough money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it 
will ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 “Or suppose a king is 
about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a 
delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, any of you 
who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 34 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how 
can it be made salty again? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. “He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear.”  

This past Sunday, Bishop Quainoo instructed us on the cost of being a true follower of Jesus, of being a disciple 
of Jesus.  Bishop showed us in Luke 9, that Jesus knows the motives of the 1st man who speaks Jesus.  Jesus 
points out that this man has self-interest at heart, namely his own home and place to lay his head.  The 2nd man 
is in Luke 9 is looking to settle his own interests first before following Jesus.  In both Luke 9 and Luke 14, 
Jesus is making it clear that we must love Jesus and following Him more than our own lives and our own self-
interests!  Following Jesus must be 1st priority in our lives!  Furthermore, we must hate anything that comes 
against Jesus being 1st in our lives.  Loving our family is a good thing, but if it comes to a place that any 
relationship we have is coming between us and God, we must put God 1st!  Our heart should not be divided.  
Our focus should be in following and serving Jesus above all other things.   

As Christians we are called to be disciples and followers of Jesus.  Jesus in these passages is making the case 
that there are other enemies, other than the devil, that will attempt to keep us from following Jesus. In the 
instances in Luke 9 and Matthew 11 we see examples of self-interest or the flesh keeping people away from 
following Jesus1 John 2:15-16 describes another enemy which is the love of the world.  

1 John 2:15-16: 15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the 
boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires 
pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

Praise God when we come to a place where our self –interests and the things of this world don’t mean anything 
to us. We must draw nearer and nearer to God giving all to Him. The closer we come to God the more He will 
reveal to us about us, our lives, and His purpose in our lives.    

Bishop stressed that we ought to realize that the Lord has helped us and kept us against all odds.  In the midst of 
all of the dangers of this world, the Lord, out of His grace and mercy, has kept us!  Only the Lord can sustain us 
and keep us in perfect peace.  Following Jesus leads to blessing and the abundant life!  God will keep us and 
deliver us.  God will open greater blessings to us that will cause us to smile and say to ourselves “is that me?”  
Jesus loves us and has a perfect plan and purpose for us in our lives! We must know that our day is coming and 



it does not matter how others are blessed, God will bless us!  There is no shortage of blessings in God’s 
economy!  

Question 1) What are characteristics of a true follower of Jesus? 

Question 2) How do you die to self daily in order to follow Jesus? 

Question 2) Share a testimony of how the benefits of following Jesus are far greater than the cost? 

Question 3) What self-interests or world interests have you left behind to be a stronger disciple of Christ?  

Question 4) How would you describe the benefits of being a disciple of Jesus?  


