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The Epiphany PTO is happy to again sponsor the annual Epiphany Lenten Fish Fry which takes 
place each Friday evening of Lent. We are in need of volunteers to help with the prep work, 
cooking, serving, and clean-up. It is a wonderful opportunity to meet new people and offer 
some Epiphany hospitality and service to all who come through our doors. A variety of shifts are 
available. Those who have already expressed an interest to help through the school or covenant 
forms will be contacted soon. Sign up after any Mass the weekend of February 11/12 or contact 
Jill Warren at 763.413.5288 or 5warren@comcast.net.

After your shift is over, come and enjoy a delicious 
meal with your family and friends. Our menu selection 
includes baked and fried fish, shrimp, pizza, choice of 
potato, coleslaw, fruit, bread, beverage, and dessert. Your  
free-will offering will be applied to PTO sponsored projects 
and events that support Epiphany School, parish, and the 
surrounding community. If you have questions about the 
event, contact Susan at 763.433.0306 or garsus@juno.com 
or Ann at 763.213.6164 or annevans0406@gmail.com.

The Boy Scouts of America 
designate the Sunday that 
falls before the scouting 
anniversary, as Scout Sunday. 
This year it’s being celebrated 

on February 5. This is the 
primary date to recognize the 

contributions of young people and 
adults to scouting and the importance of reverence 
and God within the scouting program. It is also the 
day Epiphany Boy Scouts usher at the 8:45 Mass and 
host their annual pancake breakfast.

I’m a Boy Scout with Epiphany Troop 524 and I have 
been working on my Eagle Project for the last few 
months. As a scout, I believe in loyalty to our country 
and service to our community. Our brave men and 
women in the armed forces do the same thing. They 
serve our country and community by their personal 
sacrifice to preserve our way of life and the freedoms 
that we enjoy every day. For that I am grateful. For this 
reason, I decided that for my Eagle Project I was going 
to send care packages to our troops overseas. My goal 
was to put together at least 50 care packages and send 
them out to our troops by the end of January.

 I came up with a plan to obtain both monetary and 
goods donations. First, I contacted businesses for 
donations and found businesses that would allow me 
to place a box for drop-off donations. I then organized 
a door to door scavenger hunt that volunteers from 
my troop participated in on two separate weekends 
to further collect items. My parish was a great help 
in allowing me to have a display table in the meeting 
rooms after Masses one weekend. Many of Epiphany’s 
generous parishioners donated money for postage and 
took the time to stop and talk to me about my project.  

After two months of hard work and help from many 
people, I finally had enough donated items for my 
project. I picked a date to put together the care packages 
and once again asked my troop for help. The packing 
went well due to all the help. I actually exceeded my 
goal of 50 care packages with a final count of 73 care 
packages. I would like to thank all of the people who 
donated items, money, and time to my Eagle Project. 
The care packages were all fully packed with great 
items that I am sure our troops will appreciate. 

By: Gabe Andrzejek, Life Scout



Fit
50by

Administrator’s Report
By: Mike Lentz, Parish Administrator

Did you know Father Carlson 
has a blog? Use your smart 
phone to visit it from here.

Our gratitude goes to each and every one of you who has so graciously supported this campaign in any way. We are 
making progress each day to assure Epiphany’s future. If you haven’t had a chance to pledge yet, please download a 
pledge form from our website at epiphanymn.org. Each and every financial gift/pledge is critical if we are to reach our 
goal. Our priorities for 2012 continue to be focused on eliminating the short term debt owed to the Archdiocese. The 
total remaining is $1,065,000. While we reduce our debt load, we are hopeful to delay roof repair until the summer of 
2013.

As we move into our second year of this campaign, you will notice a slight change in the focus. Obviously, your continued 
financial support is so necessary, but the Fit by 50 committee also recognizes the importance of the spiritual pillar of this 
campaign. One’s relationship with God is a personal journey and commitment. Over the next year, you will be challenged 
to really look at your commitment to the Catholic faith and to Epiphany.

In the next couple of weeks, you will receive a mailing asking you to make a commitment during the next year to help 
enhance your faith journey.  I encourage each individual and family to really discern what God may be calling you to do 
to enrich your relationship with Him. In this mailing will be a spiritual pledge card. When you fill out that card, don’t 
return it to us. Instead place it in a prominent area of your home (refrigerator, bulletin board, taped to the back door, 
etc.), so you are constantly reminded of the commitment you’ve made. 

Again, thank you for your continued support to assure that Epiphany will be Fit by 50.

It’s difficult to believe that it’s already been a year since people were working furiously getting 
things ready to kick-off the Fit by 50 campaign. This month will mark the first year anniversary 
of our three-year campaign. In that amount of time, we have accomplished so much: 

•	 700 families used the Lenten Little Black Book.

•	 1150 pledge cards were returned.

•	 3000 people of all ages committed to praying 
for Epiphany and the success of this campaign.

•	 $821,541 has been collected.

•	 There have been 52 weeks of spiritual 
challenges.

•	 Necessary repairs have been made to the 
nun’s residence and to sections of the school 
roof.

•	 $1,653,891 has been pledged.

•	 1000 families used the Advent Little Blue Book.

•	 $38,108 has been received in loose donations. 

•	 Line of credit totaling $550,000 has been paid 
off.

•	 $225,000 has been paid towards the 
Archdiocesan debt.

•	 $1,691,999 has been pledged and collected 
which is 42% of our financial goal.
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Start your Lent with Mass on  
Ash Wednesday, February 22.

6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m., or 7:30 p.m.

Faye Becker and Family
Brandon & Chrystal Blaskowski and Family
Tony Capman
Kenny Conlon
Daniel & Heather Dennis and Family
Daniel Diaz & Sarah Ronchak and Family
John & Joyce Dinnetz
Michael Gross
Debora Hable
Benjamin & Megan Hanssen
James & Melissa Hayek and Family
Nana & Nana-Yaa Kyei and Family
Thomas & Megan Lynch and Family
Gloria Mba and Family
Kevin & Becky Mitties and Family
David & Rebecca Morin and Family
Leona Nebo
Michael & Sandra Neisen
Okechykwu & Irine Owhonda and Family
Lindsey Pautsch and Family
Robert Powers and Family
Jeff Smith & Melissa Dietz
Steve Young
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Please welcome Epiphany’s 
newest parishioners.

This group is currently discussing As 
You Like It and its biblical connections. 
As You Like It is one of Shakespeare’s 
most beloved comedies and the witty 
Rosalind is one of his most beloved 
heroines.

This class is completely on-line. Via 
e-mail you will receive pertinent 
background material regarding the play 
and a number of discussion questions. 
You will have through March 1 to 
read the play and come up with your 
ideas to share as to possible biblical 

connections in regards to the various 
discussion questions. On March 2, you 
will receive the discussion questions, 
along with some responses, excerpts 
from the best Shakespeare critics, and 
all the comments I received from the 
class members. There is no charge for 
this offering and it is open to anyone 
with an interest. This group is facilitated 
by Jim Bofenkamp who is a former 
college English and Shakespeare 
instructor. Please feel free to call him 
with any questions at 763.754.0117.

We try to coordinate plays chosen 
with local live theater productions. As 
You Like It is being produced by Ten 
Thousand Things Theater Company 
February 15 to March 11, and as one 
of five Shakespeare productions this 
summer in Winona with the Great 
River Shakespeare Festival.

Exploring the numerous common threads of Shakespeare’s plays and the Bible.
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Greetings Epiphany Parishioners! 
At the January 2012 parish council meeting, the Strategic 
Vision Team (SVT) officially presented the list of overarching 
goals to the council members. In the December newsletter, 
we shared that these are high level goals, which affect the 
direction of objectives in our parish’s ministry efforts. The 
overarching goals will be used to measure progress, as 
well as future planning processes used at Epiphany. 

For those of you who are new to the church, and for those 
who could use a review, here is an overview of the work 
completed by the SVT, which will be managed by the 
council. 

Key topics are areas of common interest that 
will shape and guide Epiphany’s goals. They 
are changing demographics, communication, 
engagement, evangelization, financial 
responsibility, life-long faith formation, parish 
ministries, parish vision, and sacraments. 

Core values define what we do and provide 
the basis for our actions as we carry out our 
mission and live out our vision. The identified 
values are Catholic tradition, life-long faith 
formation, prayer and worship, community life 
and service, and stewardship. 

To provide the framework where the core values become 
possible through our ministries, the SVT has developed 
enhanced mission and vision statements. The mission 
statement is a concise statement reflecting the core purpose 
of the parish. The vision statement is an inspirational 
statement describing who we will be as we achieve our 
mission. The core values, mission statement, vision 
statement, and overarching goals will be communicated to 
the parish at a future date after they have been approved 
by the parish council.

The exciting part of this journey has been the knowledge 
that the SVT findings and efforts will benefit the entire 
Epiphany community. To ensure that this has the greatest 
possible impact, the council is forming the implementation 
team that will take this work and put it into action. God’s 
timing is perfect in all things, and His hand has guided the 
work of Epiphany for many decades. The transmission of 
the SVT efforts to the council, and from the council through 
the implementation team, ensures we are prepared and 
poised to continue His plans for Epiphany into the future. 

With gratitude, 

Amy DeRaad, Joe Gabler, Katie Gebhard, Mary Beth 
Ineson, Dave Jones, and Mike Kraft

The Business Knowledge Network is hosting Knowledge Cafe on 
February 23, from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. in the hearth room. We will be 

discussing digital marketing and how to leverage emerging media 
in business. The Knowledge Cafe is a means of bringing a group 
of people together to have an open, creative conversation on 
a topic of mutual interest to share ideas and to gain a deeper 
collective understanding of the subject and issues involved. 

Each month we will have a topic relating to owning, running, 
and managing a business in our community. Our discussions will 

provide the opportunity to ask questions and provide information 
based on knowledge and experience. If you plan on attending, 
have questions, would like to suggest a topic, or volunteer to lead a 
discussion, please contact Brian Evans at atomikevans@gmail.com.
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Adult Confirmation: A special series for 
adults who are practicing Catholics and 
have celebrated the sacraments of Baptism, 
Reconciliation and First Eucharist. We 
encourage engaged couples, who haven’t 
been confirmed, to participate. The dates 
are Wednesday, April 25, May 2, 9, 16, and 
23, from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. Adults of all ages 
are welcome. 

Parish Mardi Gras: Sunday, February 19, from 10:00 a.m.  – 3:00 p.m. 
come to the gym and youth room for some fun. We’ll have games, 
beads, and light refreshments. There will also be Lenten resources 
you might wish to use. There will be something for everyone.

Mary, Disciple of the Word of God: On 
Thursday, February 2, Father Abbott will help 
us reflect on the role of Mary in our life and 
how it might have changed or developed 
since our childhood. Join us in the meeting 
rooms from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.

The Sacrament of Matrimony: On 
Thursday, February 9, Father Carlson will 
summarize what the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church teaches about marriage. 
He will cover topics such as marriage as a 
covenant, the indissolubility of marriage, 
and why marriage is between one man and 
one woman. The presentation will be in the 
meeting rooms from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

For more information on any of these opportunities please contact 
Katie Gebhard at 763.862.4335 or kgebhard@epiphanymn.org.



Epiphany is one of eight 
Catholic and Protestant 
churches in this area that is a 
member of the North Metro 
Grief Support Coalition. Each 
year the coalition provides two 

six-week grief support programs. Each six-week program is 
held at a different participating church. We are looking for a 
volunteer from Epiphany to serve on the coalition’s steering 
committee. The primary functions of the steering committee 
member is to review participant evaluations, suggest ways 
to improve the program, to act as a communication link 
between the coalition’s steering committee and Epiphany’s 
Pastoral Care and Outreach Commission, and to coordinate 
and assist when the program is held at Epiphany. Anyone 
who is interested in obtaining more information about this 
volunteer position can call Mike Judge at 763.757.6786. 

If you are struggling with the loss of a loved one and are 
interested in participating in our next six-week program, 
please leave a message at 763.413.2985. Someone will 
return your call.

Is this a conversation you’ve 
had or think you may have 
in the future with your 
children?  There can be a lot 
of anxiety to that statement 
if you don’t know what the 
options are. You may say, 
“I’ve lived in this house 

for over 45 years. I am not moving.” Well, life 
doesn’t offer us a crystal ball to let us know what 
will happen. A health event, loss of a spouse, or 
isolation can cause someone to say, “It’s time.”  
Come listen to KathyAnn Adams, Marketing 
Director at Epiphany Senior Housing, on Friday, 
March 9, at 1:00 p.m. in the hearth room as she 
explains the differences between senior housing 
options and what steps to consider as you make 
your transition into senior housing.
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A tremendous amount of growth takes place during the 
formative years of preschool. During this time children 
need to learn how to make choices for themselves and 
how to feel good about the choices they make. Having 
the space and opportunity to explore objects and play 
environments within a group of their peers helps preschool 
children develop their imagination and master skills that are 
essential for future development.

Epiphany’s School Readiness Preschool Program 
offers many advantages. The program utilizes unique  
theme-based curriculum rooted in the Catholic faith.  
Highly qualified teachers offer a wide range of skill-building 
activities to meet the needs of each child. The daily 
schedule is formatted to provide a balance of structured and  
open-ended opportunities designed to stimulate academic, 
social-emotional, self-help and spiritual development. 
Additionally, the longer length of the preschool days  
(9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.) helps children to better approximate 
a typical kindergarten day.     

Plan now to begin your preschool journey at Epiphany. 
Caring and dedicated teachers will provide a fun learning 
experience for your child.  This, combined with a focus 
on fundamental skills based on Catholic teachings, makes 
Epiphany a unique and valuable experience.

By: Susan Besst, Director Epiphany School Readiness Preschool Program

Registration for the 2012/2013 school year began on Sunday, January 29.  Children may attend if they are at least three 
years old by September 1, fully toilet-trained, and self-sufficient in the bathroom. The four-hour program is available on 
a Monday, Wednesday, and Friday schedule or a Tuesday and Thursday schedule. To register or to arrange a classroom 
tour, call Susan Besst at 763.755.7341.
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Learn 
what’s 
new at 
school!

By choosing an Epiphany Catholic School education, you 
are ensuring that your child is surrounded every day by 
people who share your values and high expectations. 
Catholic teaching tells us that each child is a gift from 
God and a promise for tomorrow.  With that belief 
as our foundation, we have created an environment 
that develops the whole child by fostering academic 
achievement, personal responsibility, and commitment to 
service.  

We focus on creating a culture of academic excellence 
designed to help each child thrive. Our students excel 
and are given the attention and tools they need to be 
successful.  

At the center of our success is our greatest asset – our 
teachers. These professionals bring to the classroom 
the highest degree of skill, commitment, and caring. 
They uphold our tradition of academic rigor and prepare 
students for the day when they will use their gifts to better 
their community.

Visit us and you’ll see children learning, singing, acting, 
drawing, painting, dancing, and praying together.  At 
Epiphany Catholic School, spiritual development is not 
confined to a class; it is a continuous, every-present 
affirmation that allows our students the chance to deepen 
their relationship with God and strengthen their own 
Catholic identity.  

Just like people, a school has a personality and charism all 
its own. What we hold in common is a solid commitment 
to the academic, spiritual, and personal development of 
every child.  

I hope that you’ll aim higher for your child and explore 
Epiphany Catholic School soon. Registration for 
kindergarten through grade eight is in progress. Tuition is 
$3,600 a year, $20.93 a day, or $2.99 an hour. No matter 
how you calculate it, it’s a sound investment in your child’s 
education.  For more information or to schedule a tour 
call 763.754.1750.  

by
Laurie Jennrich, 

Principal

To contribute recipes: 
Please visit www.typensave.com  
Login:  StarsAlumni 
Password: fcbdk 
Enter your contributor name as:  First Name Last Name, year you graduated from Epiphany 
On the 2nd contributor line, please enter your city, state (i.e. Coon Rapids, MN) 
  
Thank you for contributing!  We look forward to seeing everyone’s favorite recipes and 
helping our future “Stars” shine!
 

The Epiphany School Alumni Association is accepting submissions for 
an Alumni Cookbook. Proceeds from the sale of the cookbook will 
help the Alumni Association provide reunion opportunities for 
graduates and former students, and scholarships for current 
students. We invite you to join us by submitting a recipe. Recipes 
can be easily contributed online by following the directions below.   

For comments or questions about the 
Epiphany Alumni Society please email 

alumni@epiphanymn.org.


