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A sample of 287 biological items, dated from 1868 to 1992, morphologically and/or genetically 
diagnosed, leads to assess the wildcat Apennine geographical range: it runs from the southernmost 
Aspromonte mountains to the Central Apennines in the middle of the Italian peninsula, between 
Piombino and Fabriano extreme localities. Regarding to the wildcat habitat requirements the 
geographical sequence: Southern, Central, Northern Apennines, Ligurian and Maritime Alps forms 
an ecological continuum. Among this suitable area, from the Piombino – Fabriano line the next 
northernmost point where is ascertained the historical presence of the wildcat is placed 436 km 
away, a specimen shot in 1914 near Calizzano in the Ligurian Alps. The study of the phenomenon  
suggested that, in the Italian Peninsula, the northern border of the wildcat range could be severely 
southward constrained by bioclimatic events provoked by quaternary glaciations. 
From 1993 to 2001 we validated other 124 biological items, collected along the whole Italian 
peninsula: the northern border of the wildcat range placed substantially on the same latitude than in 
1992. In October 2002  an adult male wildcat, genetically and morphologically diagnosed, was 
illegally shot into the Sasso Simone e Simoncello Regional Park. The fact suggested the hypothesis 
that the Apennine wildcat range, after at least 134 years, was expanding northward. 
In 2009, the range of the wildcat in the Apennine area was confirmed to be steadily northward  
expanding. The sample of the species has increased with other 112 pieces of evidence, among 
which 44 trespass upon the 1992-2001 historical northern limit. The new limit of the northern 
border of the wildcat range is now coinciding with the UTM parallel 4880 N. 
It appears that the biogeographic hypothesis put forward in 1994 can be well-founded: the first 
decade of the third millennium witnesses the return of  the European wildcat in areas of the 
Northern Apennines from which it was swept away during the quaternary glaciations.  
Between 2002 and 2009, the wildcat’s Apennine range proved to have expanded northwards by at 
least 120 km, at an apparent mean velocity of 17 km per year.  It is noteworthy that no territorial 
expansion in the opposite direction has been observed, i.e. from the Maritime Alps towards the 
Ligurian Alps and the Northern Apennines.  Indeed, the presence of the species in the Maritime 
Alps has not been ascertained since 1981. The recent expansion of the European wildcat population 
from the Central to the Northern Apennine, proves that the habitat of the felid, based on broad-
leaved forest vegetation is ecologically connected. The characteristic strongly support the 
hypothesis of a real northward growth of the Apennine wildcat range, a phenomenon of a great 
faunal and conservational importance. If this expansion trend of the range continues, the coming 
years  we can expect a return of the European wildcat in whole Northern Apennines and then, 
perhaps in the Ligurian and Maritime Alps. This phenomenon shows how important it is, in order to 
preserve terrestrial fauna in Italy, not only the wildcat, to ensure the continuity of natural 
vegetation, both woodland and grassland, not only in the Southern, Central and Northern 
Apennines, but also in the Ligurian and Maritime Alps, which constitute an ecological connection 
with the European Alpine range. 
  
 


