
Bahraini photographer Noor
Abdulla Al Bastaki could not have
chosen a better place than
Abdulqader Café for her exhibi-
tion. Located in the heart of the
Manama Suq, the café is a land-
mark for those who love old tra-
ditional coffee shops and food.

Run by three brothers
Abdulqader Al Qaed,
Abdulla and Salah, the cof-
fee shop has been fra-
grancing Manama air
with the smell of fresh
coffee beans for more
than 35 years. 

The idea of organis-
ing an exhibition at 
the coffee shop 
worked well for Ms Al
Bastaki because she
found exactly what she
was looking for — real
people.

“I wanted to try out
something different as
this is my first solo pho-
tography exhibition. I
wanted to shoot people
going about what they do
every day, I couldn’t find a
better place for something
like that,” said the satisfied and
proud 25-year-old who also
works as a customer service exec-
utive at Credimax.

“I have taken around 55 pictures
of men sitting in the coffee shop.
I’ve also taken a few pictures of the

shop. All photos have been
attached to chairs at the coffee
shop for people to see.”

Ta l k i n g
about

her experience while shooting at
Abdulqader Café, she says: “The
café visitors have been more than
nice. They are all very friendly and
sweet.  There are times when I’m
unable to make time for photo
shoots at the coffee shop, I get calls
from the visitors as they wonder
why I am missing – I feel special.”

“I am grateful to Abdulqader
Al Qaed for his support and

allowing me to click photo-
graphs of his café.”

Ms Al Bastaki has partici-
pated in a number of exhibi-
tions in and out of Bahrain.
She says, “I have partici-
pated in various group
exhibitions in the US,
Germany and the UAE.”
She adds, “This exhibi-
tion, however, is the most
special to me as I have
always wanted to click
pictures that highlight
simple living.”

Ms Al Bastaki’s work
was supported by family,
friends and many others

throughout the preparation
of the exhibition. “In addi-

tion to the support I get from
my family, many visitors sup-

ported me. Most of them had
good things to say about the work

I had done,” she added. “A number
of artists, poets and tourists also
came to see the exhibition.”

The exhibition is on till January
15. The coffee shop and exhibition
are open between 4am and 10pm.

DT SOCIETYMonday, January 10, 201122

Bharathi Association is organ-
ising a programme to celebrate
Pongal — the harvest festival, at
Indian Club on Friday. Indian
Ambassador Mohan Kumar will
be the chief guest. 

Kolam decorations, adventure
sports and games will begin at
10:30am, followed by a tradition-
al Pongal feast that will be
served to members, guests, well-
wishers and special invitees dur-

ing lunch. Those interested in
joining can procure coupons
from association members.

The evening session of the
programme will begin at 6:30

during which literary scholar
and art film director Bharathi
Krishnakumar will speak on
‘Thamizhukku Amuthendru
Pair’ to underscore depth
and uniqueness of the Tamil
language.

Cultural programmes will
also be organised. Contact
39404100, 39628773,
39873488 and 39447151 for
more information.

Konkani Kutam Bahrain — annu-
al song and dance competitions will
be held at Karnataka Social Club
premises on January 28.

The competitions will be held for
three groups — four to eight years,
eight to 12 years and 12 to 18 years. 

Entry forms are available at the

Karnataka Social Club office. The
winners will be given attractive
prizes while all participants will be
awarded consolation prizes.

The last date to submit applica-
tions is January 27. Contact Richard
Moras on 39528958 for further
details.

Pongal
celebrations

Song and dance competitions
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� Coffee being served at the café.

� Abdulqader Café � Ms Al Bastaki with Mr Al Qaed

� An old man at the café.


