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And you waere thare on the 27th?

Nox I was down at 5 butt for two days. The 25%th was the
lagt I was up thare.

On the 25th there had hesen no cave—in?

No.

On the crosscut between 8 butt and 14 butt?

No, |

That is all,  thank yous

Cross-examination by Mr. Smith:

Speaking of a fuel ocap, if your fuel is rich you ocould et
one with a safety lamp right in this room?

Yas.

Or outside in the frésh air?

Yos. You could get one behind ﬁh@ lamp -cabin door,

Yes, That is all.'

CHARLIE GRESL, baving been first duly

sworn, examim d by Mr. Wilson testified as follows:

<

Ag

Qe
A.

Ae
in
A

“e

A,

Mr, Gressl, you are employed in the Coalhurstzmine?
Yos,

And were on December 9th?

Yeg.

And how long have you worked in the miﬁe up there?
Fifteen years.

Fifteen ysars?

Yss,

How long heave you worked as a miner altogether?’

Beg pzrdon%?
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Have‘you had all your experience in this mine or had you
ot her experiance?

Well, I worked in No. 6,

No. 67

Yo 3.

How long have you worked as a mimr altogether?
About sixzteen years altogether.

Abdut sixteen years altogether?

YBS-

I understand thm t you were the captain of the rescue team at

Coalhurat?
Yas. No, I wasn't tha captain.

You weren't?

No.

You wer > a member of the rescus team?

Yeog, )

And were you working in thé mine on the day of the axplosion?
I was night shifs,

You wers on nighﬁ shifs?

Yes,

Then did you first learn of the explosfoﬁ?
About twenty to four.

About a quarter to four in the afternomn?
Yes.,

Were you called to the mine at that time?
Ya 8.

By whon?

fell, I went down ®ith the fire boss.
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By the fire boss?

Yos,

I see, Will you just desoribe what you did at that tim:?
#ell, we went inside, and then I was sent out for thae rescus
team, |

You were sent out for the rescue team?

Yes; and then I went on top to get my'machine, and I was so
mixed up that I went baok myselgf,

You got your machine on and came back with the otter members
of the crew?

No, I went myself.

And where did you go to?

Well, I went right'inside whare Mr, Davidson was and Thompson
And Alex Birse, the fire boss,

You went inside with Mr David son, and with White, tha fire
boss?

No, Alex Birse, fire boss.

This rescue apparatus 1® kept at the tdp-of the mine shaft,
is it not?

Tos, _

And consists of a mask and tanks of @xygeniwhioh‘ﬁass t'1rough
a sodium solution? '

Tos. | |

Angd e fore you go into the mine what do yoﬁ tave to do with
the rescue apparatus®

Txamine 1%.

What did you have to do bafore you went into the mine?

It was ready for me.

It was ready for you?
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Yos,.

You just put it on and go down?

Yase

ind what ecomdition did you find in the mine when you went
down thare?

Just smoke,

3moke?

Tese

4nd you went in with Mr. Davidson and assisted him cﬁrrying on
rescue-wozk?.

No, we waited until the whole team came down, -

Waited until the whole team cams down?

Yes,.

And then what 3did you do?

Then we went in--Mr. Davidson and Mr. deHart ﬁent‘in ani we
followed them.

You were unfortunate enough to lose three of your brothers in
this disaater, were you not? 7Your three brot hsrs®

Yas.,

Vhat have you %0 say, Mr., 3resl, regarding the condition of
this mine as to gas?

Yell, I don't know of any gas,

Have you ever fund gas in the mine at any time?

Noo

Have you aver had am v somolaints to make to the officlals
regarding conditions in the mine? it any time?

Noe

Did you oonsider that there was any dangerous condition in this

mine at all?
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No.

You had nothing to cbﬁplain about?
NQ » . ' . l
All righ%,

cfbss-examination by Mr. Shaw:

Just one question. I belisve that jou wéﬁé fhe dfi#ér-boss?;
os. C .. . S

ind have you ever worked at the mire récé?. _ fl:_-a”'; .
s £ L T

How long agof?

Fourteen yzars ago. | ,
But sinee that you taven't worked as a loéder or)migar§;5i *;f~
NO; |

ALL right,

Cros s-examinatipn by Mres Smiths

You know that crosseut, don't you, with the door in it zoimg
from the #£ull road to the ampty road?

Yes,

Aand it is nsosgsary for your drivers to pass through that door?
Yag,

and L taink you wsare in tinis mine on the Saturday befare the
Monday of the axplasion?

Ye g,

Was that door in good working order?

Yeg,

and these drivers who have been killed, two of Them wer@'ybur

brothers, that 1s true?
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One.

One of your brotheré.was a driver?

Yos,

And those would be the parsons who would ba using that doar?
Ye s, _ ; '

Did you ever see that door lert open by the drivers unnacessarily
for any length of time? -

No. | o

What 1s the ustﬁl'thing, to open.it.and rass through and elose
17 | B "

Yes, and oclose i%. - _ _

Thet is the. sensible thing for any man to do who has got the
safety or his fellows at heart?

Yes, . . '

That's all.

THE com's‘sxén “Rs __ |

It was on Sdtﬁrday, tlat was on December 7th, The axplosion
took place on the 9th, didn't 149 |
Yos, ‘

And 1t was on December 7th that Jou were at this ailvrway erossout?
Yo s,

hnd you saw thet doore

Yas,

And was the door closed$

Yés. I went through it,

Tight?

Yas,

How was the roorf?

Good.,
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The door awmuld be closed?

YBSQ

And opened?

Yes.

And you saw 1% closed®?
Yos. } _

And you went through 1it?
Yes. '

And closed it after ygu?
Yas. ‘ |

ALl right.

 ALEXANDHER HUNTER, having been Ffirst duly

sworn, examinad by Mr. Wilson testified as follows:

E8

A,

Pt

Mr. Hanter, you worked in the Coaihurst mine:?

Teg, .
And you were working thereon December 9th, the day of the
explosion?

I went down in the afternoon.

How long have ycu worked in the mine?

Forty-five jmars,

Forty-five years?

Yes,

And you have a third-aelass certificate; have you?

Ya s,

Fire boss{ certificate?

Yes.

That was the nature of the work that you were doing prior to



