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Q&A with Bay Area filmmakers Temi Ojo & Vanessa Mariveles
BY CHARLOTTE CUSACK

STAFF WRITER

I had the good fortune 
of meeting award-winning 
filmmakers Temi Ojo, direc-
tor, and Vanessa Mariveles,
producer, on a recent after-
noon — in front of Livermore 
Cinemas, naturally.

The young, Pleasanton-
based partners (in both busi-
ness and life) have created 
four short films thus far: “A
Bad Bad Thing,” “The Will of
the Father,” “Habitual Aggres-
sion,” which was nominated
for Best Diaspora Short Film
by the Africa Movie Academy 
Award, and “Renouncing
Angelica,” which won numer-
ous awards, including Best
Short Film at ION Interna-
tional Film Festival, Special 
Artistic Achievement Prize at 
Silicon Valley Film Festival 
and was recognized on Black
Entertainment Television’s 
(BET) Lens on Talent. They
are currently working on their
first full-length feature film,
“Seedless.”

I chatted with Temi and 

Vanessa about what inspired
them to pursue film, what
they’re striving to say in each
movie they produce, and 
what the future holds for the 
ambitious pair.

DL: When and where did 
your partnership begin?

Vanessa: Temi and I met
in 2005, at the Academy of Art 
University in San Francisco,
where we were attending the 
Academy’s film school. We
collaborated and starred in 
our first black and white film
together in 2006. From there,
we shot subsequent films and
commercials together.

DL: What themes do
your films explore?

Vanessa: We’re always
trying to present social
issues. For instance, in 
“Renouncing Angelica,” we 
focused on bone marrow
donation. The latest short 
film, “Habitual Aggression,”
touched upon child abuse
and domestic violence.
“Seedless,” our current
feature film, aims to bring
awareness to sex trafficking
and slavery.

DL: These are weighty
issues. Are you trying to 
bring awareness and thus 
create subsequent change?

Temi: Yes, we definitely
want to create change.
Awareness is not enough.
People have to be motivated
to take action. A lot of times,
people don’t take action 
because certain issues aren’t 
true to their reality. So, we
find ways in which we can 
bring their reality closer to 
these other big issues, such 
as including themes of love 
in the narrative. For example,

the main character in “Seed-
less” is a journalist investigat-
ing a sex slavery operation 
while also dealing with her
fiancé’s infidelity.

We use fi lm as a medium 
for expression from our 
respective points of view. I
have come to realize that this
is such a privilege because 
we have the ability to say 
something that could enrich 
lives or improve the commu-
nity. Throughout film school, 
I did my annual pilgrimage to
the Sundance Film Festival.
I would stand in line in the 
cold, sometimes for hours, 
and I realized that film was 
way more powerful than I
imagined it to be.

DL: How does it feel to 
be young filmmakers break-
ing into the industry?

Temi: I feel like with any-
thing else in life that’s worth 
doing and worth committing 
to, it’s going to be tough.
I don’t think the journey of
life is meant to be easy, but 
I have this confidence that I
can do this. My life journey 
has been one where I’ve 
faced tougher challenges. I
was born in Nigeria. Then,
I was given the opportunity
to come to the United States
when I was 15 years old to 
study electrical engineering.
I worked in Silicon Valley as
a semiconductor product 
engineer for over seven
years. Now that I’ve acquired
a talent and have found my
voice as a filmmaker, I know
it’s tough, but I feel comfort-
able now that I’ll make it.

DL: Where are you in
getting “Seedless” off the 
ground?

Vanessa: Right now we’re 

TOP 
Pleasanton-based filmmakers, Temi Ojo and Vanessa 
Mariveles, sit down with Discover Livermore at the Nestle
Toll House Cafe in downtown Livermore. 
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LEFT
Temi Ojo and his crew speaking with an actor (out of frame)
on the set of Ojo’s film “Habitual Aggression.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF TEMI OJO & CO.   

See FILMMAKERS, Page 12
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LIVERMORE SAW & MOWER
 since...1970

 Sales • Service • Repairs
 Parts • Sharpening

 LIVERMORE SAW & MOWER
 447-2055
 2345 - 3rd St.,

 Livermore

THIS IS THE SALE YOU’VE 
 BEEN WAITING FOR
 “All Outdoor Products 

 On Sale Including 
 Fireplaces • Firepits

 Firetables • Smokers • B BQ’ s”

CALL NOW 925-245-0099 • 3985 First St., Livermore
Hwy 580  to First St. Next to Kelly-Moore Paints

 Store Hours: Wed - Sat 9 to 5 • Sun 11 to 4
 www.thefirehouseca.com

FREE
BBQ ASSEMBLY

LOCAL DELIVERY

W/ACCESS

AMERICA’S BEST BBQ’S
 VALLEY’S BEST PRICES

Limited Time Offer! 
 Additional

 20% OFF 20% OFF
 All FIRE MAGIC BBQ’s All FIRE MAGIC BBQ’s
 *Not good with any other offer

SHOWROOM DISPLAYS • OVERSTOCKS • DEMOS

SALE ENDS SOON

Serving the Tri-Valley for over a decade

 End of Summer End of Summer Friday Night Dinners & Concerts

 Aug 26th:
BONE DRIVERS

 Rock-N-Blues

 Sep 2nd:
ROOSTER’S TEETH

 R&B Blues

Bocce Ball & Dinner on the Grill  Every Thursday

 Garré Vineyard & Winery
 7986 Tesla Rd, Livermore | www.garrewinery.com

 Reservations Recommended: 925.371.8200

Filmmakers
From page 11

in the development stage 
— we’re working towards rais-
ing funds and finding donors
and investors.

Temi: This is a film that’s
a low budget film by Holly-
wood standards, but it’s still 
expensive. Our ambition with
this film is to have a worldwide 
theatrical release. So, one of 
the milestones is financial.
Another is bringing in a certain 
caliber of talent into the film.
We hope to secure some well-
known actors for the film. We’ll 
also be gathering local actors 
and reaching out to actors in
Los Angeles and other parts 
of the world who are fairly 
well recognized. Even though 
they’re expensive, we want
them on board because we 
want people to see this film.

We already have a com-
pleted script, and we hope to
begin principal photography
early next year. We will be 
shooting this locally — pos-
sibly here in Livermore and
definitely throughout the Bay 
Area. Hopefully, in late 2012 or
early 2013, it will be slated for

international release.

DL: Given the subject
matter, why shoot “Seed-
less” as a full length film as
opposed to a documentary?

Temi: Vanessa and I have 
a bias toward feature films.
When you sit down to watch 
a documentary, you’re aware 
that you’re going to be taught 
something. It’s like sitting in on
a lecture. I think some of the
most influential things in our
lives are the things we stumble 
on by accident. So, with ‘Seed-
less,’ you’re watching a film
about something interesting 
and then discover something
about sex slavery, too. I think
narrative film makes it more 
comfortable to learn some-
thing that’s far away from me
if I’m also being entertained in
the process.

DL: You’ve been well rec-
ognized by numerous Black
film festivals. Do you want 
to continue to be a voice for
the Black community or do 
you plan to step outside that 
market?

Temi: One of the things
I’ve learned about growing up
somewhere and then living life 
elsewhere is that I look forward 
to seeing what we all have 
in common. I certainly want
to serve those communities 
because there’s so much that 
could be said, and there’s a lot
of misrepresentation; I wish I 
could share the perspective I
have because I feel it’s been a 
great priviledge to be African,
then African-American, then 
a member of the innovators
in Silicon Valley, and now to
be an artist. I’ve lived many
lives, and I want to make films
that share what we all have in
common — our common joys
and common problems. But, I
would prefer not to be seen as 
just a Black or African film-
maker, even though its part of
who I am. I want my career to
represent much more.

For more information about
Temi Ojo & Co., visit www.
temiojo.com. To learn more 
about “Seedless” or to make
a tax-deductible donation, visit 
www.seedlessmovie.com.


	0825212XP001_7E8B-08-16-2011 13_49_57.ps
	0825212XP011_93F-08-16-2011 14_03_56.ps
	0825212XP012_D23-08-16-2011 14_09_02.ps

