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How to Make a Draw String Bag 
(Traditional Method--finished bag is 10” x 12”) 

 
 

Step One: 
Start with an 11” x 28”  
piece of cotton fabric.   

Serge or zig zag  
all raw edges 

 

 
 
 
 

Step Two: 
Turn each short end wrong sides in 

about 1 ¼” for the drawstring casings.  
Stitch the casings down.   

 

Step Three: 
Fold in half with right sides together. 
Sew up the sides stopping before the 

casing.  Backstitch ends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Step Four: 
Turn right side out and thread a 

drawstring through one casing and 
back through the other.   Make sure to 
leave about 1 ½- 2 inches at the end.   

Tie the ends. 

 
Repeat going the opposite directions 

with the second drawstring 
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How to Make a Draw String Bag 
(Speed Method--finished bag is approx 10” x 12”) 

 
Step One: 

Start with a 28” x 45”  
piece of cotton fabric.    

Serge or zig zag both long raw edges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step Two: 
Cut into 4 equal pieces. 

Serge or zig zag all of the raw edges 

 
 
 

Step Three: 
Turn each short end wrong sides in about 

1 ¼” for the drawstring casings.   
Stitch the casings down. 

 

Step Four: 
Fold in half with right sides together. Sew 
up the sides stopping before the casing.  

Backstitch ends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step Five: 
Turn right side out and thread a 

drawstring through one casing and back 
through the other.   Make sure to leave 

about 1 ½- 2 inches at the end.   
Tie the ends. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Repeat going the opposite directions with 
the second drawstring.
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